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I«vy unhappy over ‘Syrian missiles’ 


MADRID (R) — Israeli Foreign Minister Dsvsd Levy saiti Tuesday that 
Syria washtnkimg up missiles and couW * train Israel's patience "Syria is 
... Obtaining sophisticated and dangrrou» anm lor mass destruction, lor 
example Scud missiles tram North Korea, some of which arc already 
installed.” Mr. Leyy told a news conference in Madrid. He M id *t»* 
worried Israel » "die distance her* era Syria and bred . is not the same 
ns die distance between Iraq and Israel.” We hope Syria understands dot 
any adventure aimed at Israel would be more dangerous for Syria itself. 
Our patience with Syria could be strained." Spanish Foreign Munster 
Francisco Fernandes Ordonez had told Mr. Levy Spam was worried 
that the spread of Israeli settlements on the occupied territories was an 
obstacle to Middle East peace. The anaaien said Prime Minster Felipe 
Gbozalcz would visit Israel in the second half of this year, to be followed 
by King Joan Cartas in 1992. Mr. Levy is to meet both Mr. Gooz&lcz and 
the king on Wednesday. 
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Greek Cypriots say U.N. presses Turkey 


NICOSIA IR) — Greek -Cypriot sources said on Tuesday that U.N. 
Secretary -General Javier Pcr’cz dc Cuellar was pressing Turkey io make a 
Cyprus reunification conference possible. U.S. President George Bush 
visits both Greece and Turkey next month. Greek Cypnots hope be will 
spur reunification efforts. Grcck-Cyprio: sources said Mr Perez de 
Cufllflr wrote recently to all panics — Greece. Turkey, the Cyprus 
government and the breakaway Turktth-Cyprioi state in northern Cyprus. 
“The essence of the fetter a that it refers to the need for Turkey to take 
the necessary sicps to make the convening of a conference on Cyprus 
possible." the sources said. Both sides m the dispute have suggested an 
international conference but each rejects the forum proposed by the 
other Turkey wants a four-way meeting in which the breakaway slate 
would be an equal participant Greek Cypriots, who control the island s 
only internationally recognised government, want io bring m the big five 
of the U.N Security Council and relegate Turkish-Cypriot leaden to the 
role of community representatives. 
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Croatia, 

Slovenia 

declare 

independence 


BELGRAD (Agencies) — The 
republics of Croatia, and 
Slovenia passed resolutions de- 
claring independence from 
< Yugoslavia Tuesday. 

The Slovenian parliament 
adopted a proclamation of inde- 
pendence under which it will take 
over all functions of the Yugoslav 
stale on is soil and gradually 
sever all ties with Yugoslavia. 

The declaration cleared the 
way for Slovenia to gradually 
break with the Balkan federation 
created in 1918. 


The neighbouring Republic of 
Croatia declared independence a 
short while earlier Tuesday. 

Both declared themselves inde- 
pendent and sovereign states, 
which will allow them to gradual- 
ly sever ties with the rest of 
Yugoslavia, currently a federa- 
tion of six republics and two 
provinces. 

The two Western-leaning re- 
publics are breaking away after 
months of feuding with hardline 
communist Serbia and its allies, 
plunging Yugoslavia into econo- 
mic chaos and near civil war. 


“With unconcealed pleasure 
and pride, we are letting the 
republics and federal organs in 
Yugoslavia and the whole world 
know the sovereign will of the 
Croatian people/' Croatian presi- 
dent Fran jo Tudjman told the 
parliament. 

“From this day the Republic of 
Croatia proclaims itself an inde- 
pendent and sovereign state.” 
Croatia's parliament broke into 
applause and sang the national 
anthem im med ia tely after the 
vote. 


t It said it would be forming an 
alliance with Slovenia when both 
declared independence and 
would set up state borders with 
the other Yugoslav republics. 

Independence crowns years of 
striving to break from Yugosla- 
via, which Croatia and Slovenia 
regard as a chain around their 
neck as the richest and most 
Westernised of Yugoslavia’s six 
republics. 

The republics also ended 45 
years of Communist rule last 
year. 

Tins is the end of Yugoslavia as 
we knew it/’ a Western diplomat 
said. 


Dutch politic! avt 
Io lead Iraq probe 


GENEVA <AP) — The U.N. 
Human Rights Commission 
(UNITRC) has named a' former 
Dutch foreign minister, Max van 
der Sloe), as its special investiga- 
tor into alleged abuses in Iraq, 
United Nations officials said 
Tuesday, He is expected to 
gather evidence, interview 
alleged victims and, if Iraq 
agrees, vi& the cosmtry as part of 
his probe. ‘“Mr. Van der stoel is 
to submit a report to the commis- 
*. son, the principal U~N. human 
rights forum, in time for its 
annual Geneva meeting next 
spring. Iraq was put on the hst of 
countries coming under the 
panel’s special scrutiny last 
March timnt^n resolution spon- 
sored by 27 mostly Western coun- 
tries. 


Bhutto'® party 
alleges 
murder plan 


KARACHI (R) — The People's 
Party of Pakkgm (PPP), of Be- 
nazir Bhnto said bn Tuesday it 
/ feared authorities in the volatile 
southern province of Sind plan- 
ned to have herfcfijed by bandits. 
The PPP said hr a statement it 
had learned thc provindal gov- 
ernment had promised an amnes- 
ty to smirewril4mown bandits “in 
return for launching * murderous 
attack” on Ms. Bhu tt o . The pro- 
vincial government denied the 
chargc. “ThCTe is no truth is the 
statement,*', m government 
spokesman '.-said. In the past, the 
PPP has accused provincial Chief 
N&uster J&a Sadiq AJi of conspir- 
ing to eSmmate Ms. Bhutto- Its 
latest statement charged Prime 
Minister Nawaz Sharif with fad- 
ing to prpwde necessary protec- 
tioa .to Ms. Bhutto, who was 
sacked aa-priam minister last Au* 
/ gust- r 


PLO ready for joint 
delegation with Jordan 
if it has the final say 


By Lamis K. Aodoni 

Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — A week after the 
formation of the new cabinet, 
chaired by Prime Minister Tab- 
er Masri, a senior Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
official said chat the organisa- 
tion would agree to the forma- 
tion of a joint Jordanian- 
Palesunian delegation to peace 
talks provided that the PLO 
named the Palestinian side and 
determined its negotiating posi- 
tion. 

“The idea of a joini 
Jordani an- Palestinian delega- 
tion can be acceptable if the 
PLO forms the Palestinian side 
that should represent Palesti- 
nians from inside the occupied 
territories, including Jeru- 
salem. and outside the territor- 
ies/' Abdullah Hourani, mem- 
ber of the PLO executive com- 
mittee, told the Jordan Times 
in an interview. 

“The PLO's right to form the 
Palestinian side involves nam- 
ing it and maintaining the final 
say in determining the Palesti- 
nian position throughout the 
talks,” he said. 

Palestinian sources have dis- 


closed (hat His Majesty King 
Hussein had told the PLO that 
he would be ready to consider 
the formation of a joint delega- 
tion if the PLO requested so in 
writing. 

Mr. Hourani explained that 
the problem did not lie in the 
form of Palestinian participa- 
tion but rather in U.S/ inisi- 
ence not to accept or to allow a 
role for the PLO as the repre- 
sentative of the Palestinian peo- 
ple. 

“This issue is not a source of 
contention between the PLO 
and Jordan but it is the essence 
of the conflict between the PLO 
and the U.S./' Mr. Hourani 
said. 

“We shall never allow this to 
be a source of conflict between 
Jordan and the PLO,” the PLO 
official said. 

Mr. Hourani’s statement, 
according to analysts, reflects 
the same Jordanian concm not 
to allow any difference over 
procedural matters to create 
tension between the two sides. 
Both Jordan and the PLO seem 
keen to focus the attention on 
what they view as the bottom 
line of the peace process — i.e. 
Israeli acceptance of a territo- 


rial compromise. 

“In the final analysis if ihcrc 
is no seriousness on the part the 
U.S. to prod Israel into peace 
negotiations with the objective 
of implementing United Na- 
tions Security Council resolu- 
tions. all talk about procedures 
is futile.” Mr. Hourani argued, 
referring to American state- 
ments that the suggested peace 
talks would discuss Resolution 
242. which calls for an exchange 
of land for peace, but would not 
be based upon it. 

“The U.S. is focusing on 
modalities to deflect attention 
from the real issues,” Mr. 
Hourani stressed. 

Judging by statements by 
both sides. Jordan and the PLO 
are trying to avert the experi- 
ences of 1984 and 1985 when 
bilateral agreements over coor- 
dination, and even joint nego- 
tiations. fell through as a result 
of differences over the form of 
Palestinian participation. 

“As a resuh Israel was let off 
the hook, although in both 
cases Tel Aviv did not give any 
signs of accepting a territorial 
compromise while Washington 
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Detained 

activists 

released 


AMMAN (J.T.I — Eight politic- 
al activists detained by security 
forces on charges of slander 
against former Prime Minister 
Mudar BaJran were released last 
Wednesday, according to family 
sources of the activists. 

The release followed the de- 
signation of Mr. Tahcr Masri to 
form the new cabinet, and i! is 
believed that the decision was 
taken by Interior Ministry and 
security officials in the former 
government. 

Six of the activists, who 
allegedly belong to the “Jorda- 
nian Communist Party — the 
Revolutionary Path.” were 
rounded up from their homes on 
June 6. The other two were pick- 
ed up later. 

“The Jordanian Communist 
Party — the Revolutionary Path” 
is a breakaway faction of the 
Jordanian Communist Parry. 

Security sources had told the 
Jordan Times at the time the six 
were detained on charges of dis- 
tributing leaflets containing per- 
sonal slander against Mr. Badran 
and his family. Security forces 
were then pondering putting the 
activists on trial but they had 
evidently changed their mind. 

The release was viewed as a 
positive sign towards consolidat- 
ing the democratic experiment 
and pluralism in the country. 

All of the released activists 
were in good health. 


Israel says 
without U 


it can do 
S. aid 


TEL AVIV (AP) — Finance 
Minister Yitzhak Modai said on 
Tuesday the United States should 
feel a moral obligation to supply 
Israel with aid for an influx of 
Soviet immirgrants. but that the 
Jewish state would manage if it 
did not arrive. 

“I do not underestimate Amer- 
ican assistance, but one should 
not overestimate it. We are not 
one of the American states and 
certainly not an American col- 
ony. We can’t force them to help 
us. All we can do is ask — ask 
nicely,” Mr. Modal said. 

Washington is pressing Israel 
to bait Jewish settlement in the 
occupied territories or risk $10 
billion in loan guarantees it is 
expected to request from the 
United States in September to 
help absorb hundreds of 
thousands of Soviet Jews. 

“This is not a matter of give 
and take ... it's a matter of 
whether one feels responsible. If 
they don’t feel a moral responsi- 
bility ... we can't talk them into 
doing it,” Mr. Modai told Reu- 
ters after a speech to internation- 
al Jewish fundraisers. 

“We certainly have a program- 
me ready in the event that, for 


example, just one third of the 
expected U.S. aid materialises. 
If, God forbid, we should need it, 
it can be activated most quickly.” 

Mr. Modai said he hoped he 
would not be forced to implement 
the “painful plan” which would 
cut Israelis' living standards. 

It will cost Israel $50 billion to 
settle a million Soviet Jews ex- 
pected to arrive in the next five 
years, he said. The economy is 
already struggling to house and 
employ about 320,000 immigrants 
who came in the last two years. 

Mr. Modai said Israel's popula- 
tion would swell by a quarter and 
the economy would have to cre- 
ate 500,000 jobs by the mid- 
1990s. Israel has a workforce of 
1.2 million and a 10 per cent 
unemployment rate, expected to 
rise in coming years. 

Israeli and Jewish officials have 
said privately that Israel could 
not cope without U.S. loan 
guarantees that would enable it to 
ruse 30-year loans on favourable 
interest terms. 

The need for U.S. aid could 
present Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Shamir, who has sworn to keep 


(Continued on page 5) 


Jordan denies violating 
U.N. sanctions on Iraq 


By Jane Arraf 
Reuters 

AMMAN — Jordan has raid the 
British government that, in spite 
of big trade figures with Iraq 
published by a London newspap- 
er, it has stayed within the U.N. 
rules. 

“It is not as the paper was 
saying/* Prime Minister Taher 
Masri told Reuters on Tuesday 
after a diplomatic exchange 
sparked by the Observer. 

Trade Ministry Under- 
secretary Ibrahim Badran said 
Britain indicated it was satisfied 
with the response, sent through 
Amman's embassy in London. 

The Observer primed what it 
said were documents on Iraq- 
Jordan trade talks on Sunday, 
saying they showed Amman was 
sanctions-busdng on an “enor- 
mous” scale. 

Dr. Badran said two-way trade 
volume ciried by the Observer — 
$665 million in the year to April 
1991 — was mainly oil imported 
with tacit consent from the Un- 
ited Nations. 

“We told the British govern- 
ment that the news referred to in 
the Oberver is very grossly ex- 
aggerated,” Dr. Badran told 


Reuters. 

“This is very much a fabricated 
story... the volume of trade was 
not put in the right framework/’ 

He said the annual figures in- 
clude about $400 to S500 million 
worth of Iraqi oil which Jordan 
continued to receive with tacit 
approval from the United Na- 
tions Sanctions Committee. 

Iraq supplies Jordan with crude 
oil to repay old debt. The U.N. 
Sanctions Committee did not ob- 
ject. 

Jordanian exports of food, 
medicine and other humanitarian 
supplies which Iraq is now 
allowed to buy under the trade 
ban and transport fees from 
Aqaha account for the rest of the 
figure. Dr. Badran said. 

Dr. Badran said a reference in 
the document to providing Iraq 
with technology had been carried 
over from the minutes of previous 
annual meetings of the 10-year- 
old joint trade group. 

“We depend totally on im- 
ported technology from Europe 
and the United Stares... not a 
single case has been exported to 
Jordan and re-exported to Iraq," 


(C wrtnM i l oa page 5) 


Islamists, police clash 
in Algeria, 7 killed 


ALGIERS . (Agendes) — Police 
dashed early Tuesday with Mus- 
lim fundamentalists angered at 
the removal of Islamic insignia 
from public buildings, killing one 
person and wounding 12, military 
authorities said. 

The death was the first re- 
ported since the proclamation of 
a state of emergency June 5 to 
quell fundamentalist protests. 

Police fired wanting shots and 
lobbed terargas grenades late 
Monday and early Tuesday to 
break up the protests in eastern 
Algiers and in the Bab A! Oued 
neighbourhood, fundamentalists 
strongholds where youths haras- 
sed police reinstating die official 
motto, “but the people, for the 
people,” on local dty hails. 

Military authorities said one 
person died and 12 were injured 


In the confrontation in Bourj AJ 
ist of the 


Kiffan, on the east coast 
capitat. 

A statement said fundamental- 
ist wwHtants had transgressed the 
curfew and “caned for violence.” 

Authorities dosed off an east- 
ern coastal road after protesters 
set up barricades of banting tires, 
tree trunks and debris. 

The sounds of gunfire could be 
beard throughout the night just 
east of Algiers and in Bab AJ 


Oued neighbourhood as protes- 
ters defied the curfew which went 
into force with the June 5 state of 
emergency. 

The militants, ignoring the 
state of siege, were trying to stop 
police removing Islamic signs on 
official buildings controlled by 
the Islamic Salvation Front (FIS) 
since last year’s local elections. 

Under the state of siege, im- 
posed by President Chadli Ben- 
jedid, public gatherings and pro- 
tests are banned. 

More dashes were reported in 
the Algiers suburbs of Badjarrah 
and Maqaria, and the coastal 
town of Zeralda, 25 kilometres 
west of the capital. 

In Bab A1 Oued the police 
deployed at least nine police riot 
vans outside the local headquar- 
ters of the DGSG (secruity 
forces) but later withdrew them. 
Groups of fundamentalists could 
be seen in the afternoon prepar- 
ing petrol bombs in side streets. 

“The atmosphere reminds one 
of that during the events of Octo- 
ber 1988,” an Algerian radio 
commentator said, referring to 
riots in which officials said 159 
people were killed. Other esti- 
mates said the death toll was 500. 


(Costiooedonpegel) 


Martial law comes to 
end in Kuwait today 


KUWAIT CITY (Agencies) — 
Martial law in effect since 
Kuwait’s liberation will end after 
Wednesday. Kuwait's minister of 
justice said Tuesday. 

“It was extended for a month, 
it won't be extended again/' 
Minister Ghazi Obeid AJ Sammar 
said in an interview with the 
Associated Press. 

Martial law was due to expire 
Wednesday. 

The minister said the martial 
law courts which have been criti- 
cised by international human 
rights groups and several govern- 
ments would be disbanded and 
the remaining cases sent to the 
general prosecutor for redistribu- 
tion to the regular court system. 

The sentences that had passed 
by the courts so far would remain 
in place, he said. 

The martial law courts, in ses- 
sion since May 19, have passed 29 
death sentences. 

Some 325 of 450 defendants 
have already been tried. Most 
have been Jordanians, Palesti- 
nians. Iraqis, and stateless Arabs, 
charged with various degrees of 
“Collaboration” during Iraq's 
six-month occupation of Kuwait. 

Rejecting charges that the 
trials were unfair, the minister 
earlier told the London-based 


newspaper Sawt AJ Kuwait. “The 
mosi eloguent proof of justice is 
that these trials were conducted 
publicly and before all to see.” 

He said the death sentences 
will be reviewed by three judges 
of the court of appeals and by the 
crown pnnee. Sheikh Saad A1 
i-ibdullah Al Sabah, who is the 
martial law governor. 

"That process stands for the 
sentences already decided,” the 
justice minister said in a tele- 
phone interview from his acme in 
Kuwait. 


Those sentenced to death for 
“collaboration” include 11 state- 
less Arabs, nine Jordanians, two 
Palestinians, two Lebanese. a‘ 
Kuwaiti, an Iraqi and three 
whose nationality was not known. 

The minister said he expected 
most of the collaboration cases 
would be turned over to the state 
security courts. There is no 
appeal in these courts, but the 
Sheikh Jaber Al Ahmad Al 
Sabah, can grant pardons. 

The basic law that the defen- 
dants are judged under will not 
change, as ‘endangering state 
security” can still carry the death 
penalty. Under regular law, all 
death sentences roust be 
approved by the emir. 



BLAZING PAINT: Firefighters struggle Monday 
to extinguish a fire which broke out at a paint 
factory outride Amman. The fire was brought 


under control after four hours and the loss was 
estimated at JD 500,000. No serious casualties were | 
reported (see page 3). 


Major: No pullout from Iraq 


without ‘security assurances 

Allies planning ‘ rapid deployment force 9 




LONDON (Agencies) — Prime 
Minister John Major pledged on 
Tuesday British troops would remain 
in Iraq until assurances were in place 
for Kurdish security, including a 
military presence. 

Mr. Major, answering questions in 
parliament, said it was not Britain's 
intention to seek a permanent troop 
presence in Iraq but British forces 
would not leave without assurances 
for Kurds who allegedly fear Iraqi 
reprisals if troops pdl out. 

Mr. Major said there would need to 
be a "continuing deterrent military 
presence in the region” to back up 
allied warnings to Baghdad. 

The United States, apparently 
bowing to pressure from Gulf war 
allies, says it is considering a special 
strike force to protect Kurds in north- 
ern Iraq. 

It was also signalled readiness to 
negotiate a “gentlemen’s agreement" 
that would, initially at least, put a 
ceiling of around 30 per cent on the 
amount of oil revenue Baghdad has to 
put up for war reparations. 

Officials in London said options 
included a force all in Iraq, all in 
Turkey or divided between the two 


“we're talking about deference, 
credible deterrence/* one said. 

Military sources and press reports 
say Washington and its allies and 
thinking of forming a 5.000-strong 
rapid reaction force, to be based in 
southeast Turkey under an operation 
called “Poised Hammer.” 

White House spokesman Martin 
Fitzwater said the new force, if cre- 
ated. would supplement a small Un- 
ited Nations contingent of securicy 
guaids alr.jdy in Iraq and due to 
eventually number 500. 

“The subject of the provision of s 
force in the area after coalition forces 
leave northern Iraq is under discus- 
sioin within the coalition/' he told a 
Washington news conference. 

“This would be a multi-national 
rapid deployment force that could 
supplement U.N. forces in maintain- 
ing security in the area." he said- 
Mr. Fitzwater said he had no de- 
tails on the size of such a force, who 
would participate, or where it would 
be based. 

What was under discussion, die 
London officials said, was an interim 
measure to ensure Kurdish security, 
perhaps until an autonomy deal be- 


tween Kurds and Baghdad was seen 
working. 

The autonomy talks have been 
going on since April. Kurdish rebel 
chief Massoud Baizani says his peo- 
ple have given him a mandate to sign 
an agreement which indudes an Iraqi 
pledge to hold national mult»-pany 
elections within a year and Kurdish 
elections within three months. 

Mr. Major said there were four 
conditions that had to be met before 
any U.S.-led allied troops wirhdrr-. 

He listed these as: 

— "An effective United Nations 


force on the ground (in Iraq). 

— “dear warnings to Iraq that any 


renewed action will meet the severest 
response. 

— “A continuing deterrent military 
presence in the region to back up 
those warnings; 

“And the maintenance of sanctions 
against Iraq." 

He added: “Without that we will 
not leave." 

The Security Council hopes to vote 
this week on a resolution that puts a 
30 per cent ceiling on the amount Iraq 
will have hand over after the U.N. 
allows it to resume nl sales. 
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Pro-Iranian leader says 



hostage efforts at standstill 


BEIRUT, (R) — A senior pro- 
Iranian leader said on Tuesday 
that efforts to secure the release 
of 12 Western hostages held in 
Lebanon were at a standstill be- 
cause neither Tehran noT 
Washington were willing to make 
concessions. 

“There is no progress, not even 
one per cent, in the hostage 
issue," said the leader, a 
Lebanese who spoke to Reuters 
on condition be was not identi- 
fied. 

He said the plight of the hos- 
tages was directly related to inter- 
national politics and relations be- 
tween Iran and the West. 

“The Iranians are not willing to 
establish relations with the Un- 
ited States at any cost. The Ira- 
nians are not willing to make any 
concession whatsoever to the Un- 
ited States," he said. 

“In the same context, the 
Americans don’t want to resolve 
the matter.” 

A Western diplomatic source 
in Beirut also reported no major 
development on the hostages, 
especially the Americans. “It is 
all in the hands of Iran and 
unfortunately, there is nothing 
happening at all for those cap- 
tives,” he said. 

There are 12 Western hostages 
believed held in Lebanon by ex- 
tremists loyal to Iran. They are 
six .Americans, three Britons, two 


Germans and an Italian. 

The longest-held of the cap- 
tives is American journalist Teny 
Anderson, who was kidnapped in 
March 1985. 

The pro-Iranian leader said 
prospects for the British hostages 
were not brighter despite res- 
tored ties between Iran and Bri- 
tain and a recent visit to Beirut by 
a British official. 

Foreign office Minister Doug- 
las Hogg, after his four-day visit 
to Lebanon earlier this month, 
said there were grounds for cau- 
tious optimism for the three Bri- 
tons because the governments in- 
volved wanted to bring the affair 
to a dose. 

Mr. Hogg saw Lebanese offi- 
cials and Muslim leaders but did 
not meet anyone who wields in- 
fluence with the kidnappers. 

The pro-Iranian leader said on 
Tuesday, “There is movement 
between London and Tehran but 
nothing out of the ordinary ... 
Hogg’s visit to Beirut appears 
linked more to British internal 
politics than to a serious effort to 
get the captives free.” 

He said the Western hostages 
would only be released as part of 
a swap with Lebanese and 
Palestinian prisoners in Israeli 
jails. “But there is no indication 
of an American or Israeli willing- 
ness to go through with such a 
deal now.” 


Sheikh Mohammad Mehdi 
Shamseddine, a moderate who 
heads Lebanon’s Higher Shi’ite 
Council, has also that the fate of 
the hostages depends on U-S. and 
European pressure on the Israelis 
to arrange such a swap. 

“Without it, I do not have any 
practical evidence of an imminent 
hostage release.” he told a Beirut 
radio statiou. 

The pro-Iranian leader said 
Iran’s improving ties with West- 
ern Europe reduced its need to 
move closer to Washington. 

“Iran’s relations with Europe 
are solid, notably with France 
and Germany ... there are 
periodic consultations between 
the leaders of these two countries 
and the Iranians,” be said. “Such 
relations allow Tehran to manage 
without ties with Washington." 

French President Francois Mit- 
terand is expected in Tehran soon 
and Iranian President Akbar 
Hashemi Rafsanjani will then 
make a return visit to Paris. 

Tehran, once a key U.S. ally in 
the Middle East, fell our with 
Washington after the Islamic re- 
volution of 1979, when the late 
Ayatollah Ruhollah Khomeini 
seized power in Iran. 

Relations were formally 
broken a year later when Iranian 
students stormed the U.S. embas- 
sy in Tehran and held U.S. diplo- 
mats hostage for +44 days. 


ILN, team 



UNITED NATIONS — The 
U.N. team sent to Iraq to destroy 
chemical weapons reported find- 
ing substantial quantities of che- 
mical warfare agents, but said it 
saw no evidence so far that Iraq 
was trying to mislead the commis- 
sion on its biological, nuclear or 
missile capability. 

Formally known as the United 
Nations Special Commission 
(UNSCOM) for the destruction 
of Iraqi weapons of mass destruc- 
tion, the team issued a press 
statement Monday on the results 
of its first inspection in Iraq at the 
Muthanna State Establishment. 
The 20'person team visited the 
site:, often referred to in Western 
press reports as Samarra, June 
9-14. Dr. Peter Dunn of Australia 
was head of the team, and 
Lieutenant-Colonel Jim Knapp of 
Canada served as deputy chief 
inspector. 

According to the information 
released at U.N. headquarters by 
a press spokesman, the team 
found “mustard gas and organo- 
pbosp horns nerve agents both as 
bulk agents and in the form of 
munitions.’' It also found evi- 
dence of impure tabus (agent GA 
7/hose use in the Iran- Iraq war 
was verified by other U.N. inves- 
tigations) and Large quantities of 
precursor chemicals “mainly ac- 
quired from abroad." 

Iraqi representatives told the 
team that the site had been used 
for the production of the herbi- 
cides Propan il and Dalapon and 
for research on the nerve agents 
Soman and VX, but that no 
large-scale production of the 
nerve agents bad been under- 
taken. 

The team said it “saw nothing 
on this occasion which was incon- 
sistent” with Iraq’s assertion that 
nerve agents were not produced, 
“but concluded that two undam- 
aged and sophisticated pilot 
plants found on the site would 
require further investigation.” 

Noting that the visit was “only 
an initial exploratory inspection,” 
the team said it was not possible 
to come to “any conclusion as to 
the veracity of the overall Iraqi 
declaration concerning the 
Muthanna State Establishment. ' ’ 
However, the team members said 


they “found no indication that 
Iraq was deliberately trying to 
mislead the commission); indeed, 
the attitude of the Iraqi author- 
ities throughout was coopera- 
tive.” 

“The team found no evidence 
at the site of any undeclared 
activity related to biological, nuc- 
lear or missile capability." the* 
report said. 

The team said that many areas 
of the 170-square-kilOffietre site 
are "hazardous in the extreme," 
with most major structures on the 
site either totally destroyed or 
severely damaged as a result of 
bombing during the war. 

The site contains unexploded 
ordnance, “leaking chemical 
munitions, and the presence of 
chemical agent(s) was detected in 
some areas and structures,” the 
report said. “There is a clear 
need to clean up the site and to 
commence the destruction pro- 
cess as quickly as possible...” 

The next step mil be a full 
inspection of the site and talks 
with Iraq on the destruction pro- 
cess, the report said. "Because of 
the size of the site and the extent 
of the facilities, as well as the 
hazards involved, the full inspec- 
tion could well be a lengthy pro- 
cess.” 

Iraq bad told the United Na- 
tions of the Muthanna facility, 
located 80 kilometres northwest 
of Baghdad, when it reported on 
its weapons capabilities in April 
as required by die Security Coun- 
cil's ceasefire resolution. It said 
research and development, pro- 
duction, munitions manufactur- 
ing. and storage facilities were 
located there. Iraq also acknow- 
ledged that substantial quantities 
of chemical warfare agents, che- 
mical weapons precursor chemic- 
als, and chemical munitions were 
at Muthanna. 

To determine the scope of the 
destruction process, other UN- 
SCOM teams are making initial 
exploratory inspections of all the 
sites named by Baghdad as hav- 
ing chemical, nuclear or ballistic 
weapons. The teams are also 

planning on making surprise visits 
to undisclosed locations to deter- 
mine if Baghdad is hiding any 
weapons or facilities (USIS). 


bombing 
planned by 
Libay, Stern 


magazine says 


HAMBURG, Gemamy (R) — 
Libya planted the bomb that blew 
apart a Pan American airliner 
over Scotland, (tilling 270 people, 
the German news magazine 
Stern reported Tuesday. 

Its report contradicted earlier 
suspicions that the December 
1988 explosion on the London- 
New York flight over the village 
of Lockerbie was carried out by 
Palestinians on the orders of Iran 
to avenge the shooting down of 
an Iranian Airbus over the gulf by 
a U.S. warship in July that year. 

Stern said Libya’s bombing of 
Pan Am Flight 103 was detailed 
in files of an investigation of the 
Lockerbie blast by the British, 
U.S. and German police and 
secret services. 

It said the conclusion was sub- 
stantiated in the files of the for- 
mer East German security police, 
the Stasi, which also said Libya 
was behind the bombing of a 
West Berlin discotheque in 1986 
in which three people — two of 
them U.S. soldiers — were killed 
and more than 200 people in- 
jured. 

The Stasi files said the dis- 
cotheque blast was in revenge for 
the U.S. bombing of TripoU that 
year and Libya planned also to 
attack an American • airliner. 
Stern said. 

The magazine said the 
breakthrough' for investigators 
came when British experts unco- 
vered the remains of a detonator 
equipped with an electronic timer 
so accurate that it could be set for 
anything from 99 seconds to 999 
days. 

Stem said the timing device 
contained an integrated chip of a 
type delivered to Libya in 1985 by 
a Swiss-based firm. 

The chips were sent to a Tripoli 
company under the control of the 
Libyan Interior Ministry. The 
purchaser was later identified as a 
senior official of the Libyan sec- 
ret service. Stern said. 

The magazine said Iran and the 
Popular Front for the liberation 
of Palestine-General Command 
(PFLP-GC) had been suspected 
because 16 PFLP suspects were 
arrested in Germany two months 
before the Pan Am bombing. 


France: Expelled writer 


met Iraqis, Libyans 


PARIS (R) — French Interior 
Minister Philippe Marchand said 
on Tuesday a Moroccan writer 
expelled from France had contact 
with die governments of Iraq and 
Libya. 

France last week expelled 
Abdelmouraen Diouri, a political 
refugee who was about to publish 
a book revealing details of the 
health of King Hassan of Moroc- 


The expulsion touched off a 
public row between Mr. Mar- 
chand and Humanitarian Aid 
Minister Bernard Kouchner who 
disagreed with tbe decision. 

“What Mr. Diouri should not 
have done was to contact foreign 
powers, such as Iraq — - he went 
to Iraq — Libya, and Palestinian 
Extremists,” Mr- Marchand said 
on French radio. 

“He met with foreign fun- 
damentalist and extremist groups 
who want to destabilise North 
Africa." 

The expulsion, which brought a 
rash of protests by human rights 
groups, was endorsed by Presi- 
dent Francois Mitterrand who 
said Mr. Diouri had often 
breached the duty of political 
refugees to show restraint in criti- 
cising foreign governments. 

“Diouri attended meetings in 
France with those who want to 
destabilise the power in their own 
countries and who put our 
domestic security in danger." Mr. 
Marchand said. 


Mr. Marchand criticised Mr. 
Kouchner who on Monday night 
attacked the government’s deci- 
sion to expel Mr. Diouri. 

“As a minister I talk about 
affairs I am familiar with." Mr. 


Marchand said. “I have a certain 
notion of governmental solidarity 
that Kouchner seems to have 
forgotten a bit.” 

Mr. Kouchner told French tele- 
vision he was "shocked and indig- 
nant” and had considered res- 
igning over the issue. 

French ties with Morocco wens 
strained last summer when 
French author Gilies Perrault 
published a book accusing King 
Hassan of human rights violation. 

Mr. Perrault was among some 
2,000 protesters in Paris on Mon- 
day who called on Mr. Marchand 
to resign or immediately bring 
Mr. Diouri back to France. 

In its first comments on Mr. 
Diouri’s expulsion, Morocco said 
on Tuesday it noted he was ac- 
cused of links with “foreign 
groups and powers capable of 
disrupting public security and 
being harmful of France’s in- 
terests.” 

The official Maghreb Arab 
Press Agency (MAP) said in a 
commentary from Rabat that the 
uproar over the deportation was 
an attempt by Morocco’s enemies 
to advance their cause. 

Rabat has never accorded any 
special importance to Mr. Diouri 
or his work, tbe agency said. 

Foreign Minister Roland 
Dumas said Mr. Dioari was not 
expelled for the anti-Hassan book 
he wrote, but because he broke 
rules binding political refugees. 

“It is not the writer who was 
thrown out, it is not the militant 
who has left France,” Mr. Dumas 
said at the National Assembly. 

“It is someone who was 
granted the right to asylum and 
who broke the rules pertaining to 
that right to asylum.” 


Kuwait has 


no plans to 


devalue 


dinar 


NICOSIA (R) — Kuwait’s cen- 
tral bank governor Tuesday ruled 
out a devaluation of the dinar and 
said bank regulations limiting the 
amount of money that can be 
withdrawn or t ran sferred abroad 
would be eased next month. 

’‘What is being said about a 
devaluation of the dinar is totally 
unfounded and not even contem- 
plated,” Sheikh Salem Abdul 
Aziz AI Sand A1 Sabah said in an 
interview with Kuwait’s official 
news agency KUNA, received in 
Cyprus. 

He did not identify the source 
of devaluation speculation. 

Tbe dinar was last fixed at 
0.29379/89 to the dollar, making 


it worth about 3.40 dofiars. 

It was the second time in less 
than three weeks that Sheikh 
Salem dismissed unidentified re- 
ports of a dinar devaluation. 

A policy adopted 16 years ago 
to peg the dinar against a basket 
of currencies con tin ued to prove 
effective, be told KUNA. 

He said the dinar’s loss of value 
in recent weeks — 2.6 per cent 
against the dollar from March 24 
to June 19 — resulted from the 
growing strength of the U.S. cur- 
rency 

The government, in one of its 
first decisions after the Gulf war 
ended in February, announced 
rh?f the dinar rate was unchanged 
from the one set on tbe eve of 
Iraq’s invasion last Aug. 2. 

Sheikb Salem said a ceiling on 
bank withdrawals or transfers of 
4,000 dinars a month would be 
raised to 6,000 dinars on July 1 



i oil fires seen scant 
lobal weather 


WASHINGTON (USIS) — 
Smoke plumes from the oil well 
fires still burning in Kuwait seem 
to pose less of a global threat than 
had been suspected earlier, 
though they do present an en- 
vironmental hazard for the Gulf 
area, scientists who have been 
studying the problem say. 

Even in the region itself, the 
atmospheric effects rise only to 
the level of a concern rather than 
a major crisis, they suggested 
June 24 at a press conference at 
the National Science Foundation 
(NSF). 

The scientists are among a 
group of 27 who recently re- 
turned from a four-week study 
visit to the Gulf region coordin- 
ated by NSF, a research-support- 
ing am of the U.S. government. 

Their work involved "the most 
comprehensive measurements to 
date” of the atmospheric impact 
of the hundreds of oil well fires 
set by retreating Iraqi troops dur- 
ing the Gulf war, Robert Corell, 
assistant director for geosciences 
at NSF, said in opening the 
briefing. 


But the group's findings were 
challenged at another press con- 
ference the same day held by the 
environmental organisation. 
Friends of the Earth. Brent 
Blackwelder, the organisation’s 
chairman, called the NSF report 
“one of a continuing series of 
reports by the U.S. government 
to downplay the seriousness of 
the situation.” 

Corell reported at the NSF 
briefing that the study participants 
“expect some regional effects on 
weather, but the preliminary 
findings thus far do; not suggest 
that there will be major disrup- 
tions to global weather or cli- 
mate.” 

A key reason for that optim- 
ism, Corel! and other participants 
said, is that in 35 research flights 
conducted by the scientists, they 
never detected smoke plumes 
above 22,000 feet (6,700 metres) 
— well below the level at which 
the noxious mixture is likely to be 


swept worldwide. 

“For smoke to cause a climatic 
catastrophe it has to remain in the 
atmosphere for a long time,” said 
Lawrence Radke, of the NSF- 
funded National Centre for 
Atmospheric Research, who 
directed operations on one of the 
two research planes used. “The 
only way it can do that is for it to 
get high into the atmosphere by 
not being removed by clouds. 

"Theory suggested that if the 
smoke were black enough it 
would absorb sufficient heat from 
the sun to cKmb to the stratos- 
phere,” Radke continued. But, 
he said, “convincing evidence 
from these experiments indicates 
that no significant fraction of the 
smoke is going to reach the stra- 
tosphere. ...In addition, in con- 
trast to what some had expected, 
the smoke particles are attracted 
to water and should be removed 
efficiently as precipitation.'' 

But Radke acknowledged that 
this precipitation is having its own 
impact in the immediate Gulf 
area, where oily rain and soot 
deposits are darkening the desert 
floor. “In effect, Kuwait is being 
painted black,” he said. 

Peter Hobbs, of the University 
of Washington, who directed re- 
search aboard tbe other plane, 
said that while not all the smoke 
was as black as expected, it still 
was thick enough and dark 
enough to obscure the midday 
sun, cripple visibility and sharply 
reduce surface temperatures. 

In Bahrain, some 400 
kilometres to the south of the 
fires, he said, the average 
temperature in May was below 
nprmal by 7.4 degrees Fahrenheit 
(4.1 degrees Centigrade). 

Tbe scientists told of repeated 
data-collection flights through the 
smoke plumes, the temperatures 
aboard regularly rising to 110 to 
120 degrees Fahrenheit (43.3 to 
48.9 degrees Centigrade) and the 
aircraft emerging coated with o3 
residue. 

“This is as dose as T would like 
to get to hell,” Hobbs said. 

He said the fires ami tbe 5,000 


metric tonnes of soot emitted 
each day represent “a serious 
local problem.” But asked 
whether the problem amounted 
to a crisis of major proportions, 
be replied. “I classify it as a 
concern.” 

Hobbs said an even like the 
recent eruption of Mount Pinatn- 
bo in the Philippines is Hkely to 
have longer-lasting atmospheric 
effects than the oil fires. Volca- 
noes often blast material into the 
stratosphere, he explained. On 
the other hand, be noted, the 
fires are emitting more sulphur 
dioxide — a major cause of add 
rain — than does the typical 
erupting volcano. 


He said calculations based on 
the airborne measurements sug- 
gest the Kuwaiti fires are spewing 
one to two million tonnes of 
carbon dioxide daily into die 
atmosphere — about one per cent 
of the daily emissions from all 
sources. That suggests the fires 
are consuming some three million 
barrels of ofl a day, or about five 
per cent of worldwide consump- 
tion, be said. Alan Bandy, an 
atmospheric chemist from Drexel 
University, said his studies 
aboard the research plane found 
supfaur dioxide concentrations of 
more than five parts per million 
within dark phones dose to tbe 
burning wells. But he said con- 
centrations decreased to one to 
10 parts per 1,000 million at a 
distance of 650 kilometres down- 
wind — a level typically found in 
large urban areas. 


Friends of tbe Earth, which 
sent its own seven-member scien- 
tific team to tbe Gulf, reported at 
its counter-briefing that the prob- 
lem of the Kuwaiti oO fires is 
getting worse and could get com- 
pletely out of control if allowed^o 
continue. James George, forober 
Canadian ambassador to Kuwait 
who headed the Friends of die 
Earth team, declared that “huge 
lakes of oU are beginning to catch 
fire, the most serious oil fires 
have not been extinguished, and 
tbe fires continue to spread.” 


Velayati meets Hurd’s deputy 


LONDON (AT) — Iran’s Foreign Min^ M /U^Vdayati 
met a deputy of Foreign Secretary Pot^ Hard foT-50 mumtef 
of talks Tuesday morning, the Fbrejgn'Off^jpKL Foreign 
Minister Douglas Hogg met Mr. Velayan at Heathro w aizporu 
west London, where the Inman minister wasin transit i br a n ight 
to Geneva, a Foreign Office spokesman said; “The two rrmusteg 
regional and bilateral issues, including Iraq after the 
Guff war and the position of Iraqi Shffites and Kurds,” .said the 
spokesman. The two men also discussed “how the two oMtotries 
might cooperate to speed ifmrelease of aU hostages in tis.{b£ddle 
Hast) area on h nT r gn * ft,nam grounds,** the sp ok e suum 
Britain has pressed Iran for help os this issue-: 
countries- resumed diplomatic, relations in October after an 
18-montb -break caused by the Saln^ Rusfid^ affaic. Trbtir 
Britons, mefodmg- Church of England envoy Terfy^W a itpy aiy 
among Westerners missing in Lebanon. Relations between 
Britain and Iran were cut after the tare Irauan-teader, Ayatpflhh 
Ruhollah Khomeini, condemned Mr. Rushdie, & British novelist, 
to death in Feb. 1989 for blaspheming Islam in his novel “The 
Satanic Verses.” 2h Geneva, Mr. Vdityati wifi attend a meeting 
on the Middle Fys * organised by. tbe Woiid ficancnnm 
non-profit, private foundation based in the- Swiss- city.. 


Less than 50,000 U.S. troops remain in Gulf 


-j.' ."V 


BAHRAIN (R) — Neatly half a axHfian of tire. American: 
servicemen and women, sent to the Gulf for the wax Over Kuwait 
have gone home, leaving fewer than 50,000 in tbe area,tbe U.S.. 
military said Tuesday. Major Gary Fterngim, spokesman for the ’ 
U.S. joint information bureau, in Dhahrau, cold Heaters by 
telephone that as of Monday 49,600 U.S. servicemenand women 
remained in tbe Gulf region. He saidU.S. troops would probably 
be in the area until January 1992 because it would take another 
six months to pack op heavy eqmpment aad 
majority of the remaining troops are stationed alo&g tiie eastere 
coast of Saudi Arabia where they are busy preparing to leave: Tht, 
number varies from day to day but we think aUtbe troops wiU be 
redeployed by January 1992,” Hog Pcruguri said- Tbc U.S. force 
peaked at 540,000 during the J anoary-February wax against Iraq." 
Mr. Perugjm said 4,50 0 of the remaining troths' vcte.ia Eawm. 
itself and were ejected to leavc iu September. Kuwait, its Galf 
Arab neighbours, Egypt and Syriahaye broadly agreed to station 
26,000 troops on Kuwait soflby December 1990. Major Ferogim 
said 16,500 of the remaining force were on ships -at sea..', 


Kuwait arrests 16 attempted 'infiltrators* 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti authorities have arrested 16 people 
trying to infiltrate file emirate -from the Gulf, A3 Qabas 
newspaper said Tuesday . It said a coast guard patrol intercepted a 
boat off Kuwait city Monday and found none of the 26 had entry 
permits. Several other boms had been, stopped over the past 
weeks. A1 Qabas did not identify those under arrest. Iranian 
fishermen have resumed putting into Kuwait to seB their catches 
since the U.S.-led allies poshed Iraqi forces out of tbe emirate at 
the end of February. 


Libya still holding political prisoners— Amnesty 


LONDON (R) — Libya is still holding hundreds of political 
prisoners despite pledges by Colonel Muammar Gadhafi that 
human rights would be improved. Amnesty International stud an 
Wednesday. Human rights in Libya had .worsened since 1988, 
when 400 political prisoners were freed in an amnesty and legal 
reforms to safeguard human rights were announced, the London- 
based human rights group said. “Hundreds of political prisoners 
have been jailed in the past two years, including prisoners of 
conscience,” Amnesty said in a rcpdct. “Arbitrary arreste and 
secret incommunicado detention are <fonttmrin£.” Libya. was still 
holding more than 450 political prisoners, including five known 
prisoners of conscience, Amnesty said. The five had beea in 
prison since 1973 when they were charged with belonging to a 
banned political party. Amnesty had been campaigning for their 
freedom for more than 10 years. Amnesty said, most political 
prisoners had been arrested after Col. Qadnaffs 1988 promise to 
introudoe legal r efor m s and make Libya a {dace where human 
rights were respected. Nearly 400 political prisoners arrested 
between January 1989 and Many 1990 were still being held 
without trial. Amnesty said its appeals to the Libyan government 
to respect human rights had gone unanswered. The group once 
more urged Libya to free prisoners of conscience and ensure 
prompt and fair trials for all political prisoners. 


Bomb wounds militiaman in South Lebanon 


TYRE, Lebanon (R) — A militiaman from the Shiite Muslim 
movement Amal was wounded by a bomb on Tuesday in one of 
three attacks on the Syrian-backed organisation in South Leba- 
non, security sources said. Unidentified gunmen in a speeding car 
hurled the bomb into an Amal office in the southern port of Tyre, 
76 kilometres south of Beirut, and then fired madiinegons 
towards other aaMtiamon standing outside, they said. No other 
casualties were reported. In two separate attacks in the village of 
Tail Debbeh, east of Tyre, a bomb exploded near a car belonging 
to an Amal militiaman and an Amal car was set ablaze, the 
sources added. AmaJ’s main rival in the south is the pro-Iranian 
Shi’ite Muslim HSzboflah (Party of God). There has been a 
number of vendetta incidents between gunmen from the two 
groups. 


Four killed in clash with Turkish toops 


DIYARBAK3R, Turkey (AP) — Four Kurdish guerrillas were 
killed in a shootout with security forces in southeastern Turkey, 
the regional governor’s office said Tuesday. The aimounceuient 
also said a village guard was shot dead by the rebels prior to their 
dash with security forces. Tbe gunfight took place near Palamut 
township in Smt province on Monday. Most village guards in 
southeastern Turkey are ethnic Kurds who work with the security 
forces. Kurdish guerrillas have been fighting since 1984 to set up 
an independent Kurdish state in southeastern Turkey. About 
3,000 people, mdudmg civilians, security personnel and insur- 
gents, have died in clashes since then. E thnic: Kurds up 
one-fifth of Turkey’s population of 55 unOion. 
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menf at the Queen Alia latematiotal 
Airport TeL (08)53200-5, where it 
should ahmys be veriBed. 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) Rights 
(Terminal 1 ) 


1SM5 Dobd, Abu Dhabi <RJ 

Hb48 — Lames f~ 

LLM — .... Dribs, Bahrain | 

MsM .... New Yotfc, Amsterdam I 

18cN Cairo ( 

IMS Is ta nb u l j 

»**• Rome. Madrid) 

19:18 London, Brussels j 

ttM — ... — Paris, Geneva | 

IMS Frankfort, Vienna ( 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 

13s2* Gum) 

ISM 

Puis 



1M0 

HOP 


..Jeddah I 


Royal Jordanian (RJ) nights 
(Terminal 1) 

U* Turns. Casablanca ( 

ISM Istanbul) 

12M5 .... Amsterdam, New York | 

MS London) 

14M Cairo) 

2fc» New DeUtil 

2UIB Dhahran I 

21:15 Dubai) 

2106 ..... Calcutta, Bamhok ) 

2246 Riyadh) 

Other Flights (Terminal 2) 



UppesJk mer price 
Apple — 




Cabbage - 

Carrot 

Crififlowr 

Qocmnben 

Cuc um bers 


Gatfic ........ 

Lemon — 

Lettuce (per one) . 
Marrow (large) ... 
Marrow (smafi) ... 
Onion (dry) 


*) 

Pepper (sweex) .... 

Potato 

Ratfish 


Sweet meioa ....... 

Tomatoes 

W ater m el on ... 


la Ss per kg. 

720 / 450 

. — 500/450 

450/400 - 

550 / 250: 

100/ SO 

240/ UH 

300/250 

— 120 / so :. 

220/166 

400/350. 

500/400 

370/300 

150/100 

100/ 50 _ 

170/ 120,., 

200/150 

350/200 

320 / 260-'- 

360 / 300 

300/250- 

150/100- 

450 / 350 ‘ 

... — 260 / 220 
— - 220/160 ’ 
240/90 
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Dumas 
.due in 
Amman 

AMMAN (Petra) French 
Foreign Minister Roland Dumas 
is expected in Amman Saturday 
on a two-day official visit to 
Jordan during which be will have 
an audience with His Majesty 
King Hussein. 

A spokesman for the French 
Foreign Ministry was quoted as 
> saying that the visit is part of the 
contacts Mr. Dumas has recently 
made with a number of Arab 
countries. 

Clash In 
Algeria 

( Copft wcd from Page 1) 
Mosque leaders in FIS stron- 
gholds called over loudspeakers 
! for residents to stop the police 
removing the Islamic signs. In 
Bab A1 Oued two signs remained. 

Algerian radio said that in Bad- 
jarrah the mosque leaders called 
for a holy war and defiance of Che 
11 p.tn. to 3.30 a.ra. curfew reim- 
posed on the capital and three 
other towns after a three-day 
break for ‘Eid At Adha. 

AJ Kouba, another FIS scran 
gbofd on the heights of Algiers, 
witnesses told the evening news- 
paper Le Soir that the mosque 
issued its appeal at midnight. The 
sound of lorries and cars could be 
heard immediately afterwards, 
followed by gunfire. 

In the narrow cowded streets of 
Bab A1 Oued, youths raced to 
slam buckets over the tear-gas 
grenades and burled stones at 
police. Shops shut and passers-by 
fled up narrow side roads. 

FIS militants brought traffic to 
a halt by building barricades out 
of lorries. Army and police heli- 
copters clattered overhead as the 
dash continued into the after- 
noon. 

Bab A1 Oued was one of the 
main rallying points for FIS pro- 
tests in early June against elector- 
al laws it said were unfair. Offi- 
cials said at least 19 people were 
killed while Western diplomats 
put the death toll at between 40 
and 50. 

FIS activists said that two hours 
before the police arrived in Bab 
AI Oued, other security forces 
arrested several FIS supporters in 
a night-time swoop. • . 

The FIS won ' control of more 
Thao half Algeria’s local author- 
ities last Jane and said controlling 
town halls was the first step to- 
wards an Islamic state. 

FIS officials were not available 
for comment on the clashes. 

Mr. Beajedid on June S sacked 
the government and cancelled 
general elections due on June 27. 
His new government, under 
Prime Minister Sid Ahmad Gbo- 
zah, has promised fair general 
elections before the end of the 
year. 





*i 


PRINCE HASSAN LEAVES FOR BRITAIN: 
His Royal Highness (frown Prince Hassan and 
Her Royal Highness Prim Sarvath Sunday left 
for Britain to attend the graduation of their 
daughter Rahma from Cambridge University. 
Prince Hassan and Princess Sarvath were seen off 
at the airport by Prince Faisal Ibn At Hussein and 


Princess Alia AJ Faisal. Prime Minister Taber 
Masri and hb wife, Sj>ralier of the Lower House 
of Parliament Abdul Latif Arabiyal, Chief Cham- 
berlain Prince Ra’d Ben Zeid and a number of 
royal family members. He was also seen off by the 
British charge d 'affairs in Amman and senior civil 
and military officials. 


Prince Faisal greets returning 
military Tae Kwon Do team 


AMMAN (Petra) — Deputising 
for His Royal Highness Crown 
Prince Hassan, president of Jor- 
dan's Tae Kwon Do Federation. 
His Royal Highness Prince Faisal 
(bn AI Hussein received Jordan's 
military Tae Kwon Do team as it 
returned home from au interna- 
tional competition in Seoul. 
South Korea. 

The Jordanian team came 
seond in the International Milit- 
ary Tae Kwon Do championship. 

Prince Faisal conveyed to the 
Jordanian team the greetings and 
best wishes for success and prog- 


ress from His Majesty King Hus- 
sein and Prince Hassan. t 
Upon their arrival, the team 
members inquired about His 
Majesty King Hussein's health 
and were reassured by Prince 
Faisal of his good health. 

The team coach presented 
Prince Faisal with the cup the 
team won at the competition. 

Taking part in the competition, 
which was held from June 15 to 
June 21. were a number of teams 
from the Soviet Union. United 
States, South Korea, Saudi Ara- 
bia, Libya and Sudan. 


'I be South Korean team placed 
first, foil wed by the Jordanian 
learn. 

Yousef Abu Zeid. a Jordanian 
team member, won a gold medaj 
while fellow team members Firas 
Jayousi. Ammar Fahd. Nidal 
Abdul Karim. Ihab Kabariti and 
Yaser A! Ghazawj won silver 
medals. 

Following the announcement 
Of the results last Friday. Prince 
Hassan sent a congratulatory 
cable to the Jordanian team for 
their performance. 


Envoy says Jordanian - Egyptian 
relations returning to 


CAIRO (Petra) — Citing the 
latest telephone conversation be- 
tween His Majesty King Hussein 
and Egyptian President Hosni 
Mubarak, Jordan's ambassador 
to Egypt, Naibh AI Nimr has said 
that Jordanian-Egyptian relations 
are now returning to normal. 

In a statement to the Egyptian 
Middle East News Agency, Mr. 
Nimr said there are Jordanian- 
Egyptian contacts at different 
levels, noting that Jordan wants 
to enhance senior level contacts 
on all issues of mutual concern. 

Mr. Nimr said that the Gulf 
crisis had a negative impact on 
the region which we should try to 
overcome in order to avoid more 
losses, particularly as the Arab 
Nation is passing through difficult 


circumstances requiring all Arab 
countries to join hands. 

“Mr. Nimr referred to the new 
world order saying that Arabs 
should have an active role in 
shaping it. 

On Jordan’s relations with 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait. Mr. 
Nirm said Jordan was keen on 
achieving Arab solidarity and was 
making every possible effort to 
enhance common Arab work. 

On the Jordanian Palestinian 
relations, relations, Mr. Nimr 
said that the current stage deman- 
ded that "we formulate one opin- 
ion, given the circumstances we 
are now pasting through.” 

Mr. Nimr accused Israel of 
obstructing the efforts being 


made to establish peace in the 
Middle East, saying that it insists 
on keeping the Arab land and 
denying the Palestinian people 
their legitimate rights. 

He called on the international 
community and the United Stales 
to implement the United Nations 
Security Council resolutions on 
Palestine and to make sure that 
international law is respected and 
adhered to. 

He said that the U.S.. which 
has led the world in defending the 
international legitimacy of 
Kuwait, should do the same to 
implement international legitima- 
cy in Palestine if it wanted to 
maintain its credibility. 


Concert series in Amman continues 


By Jean-Claode Elias 

Special to the Jordan times 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Continuing 
the series of concerts and recitals 
which started a couple of months 
ago in Amman, the Deane- 
Norberg violin and piano duo will 
bring music back to life in the 
city- 

Invited by the American Cen- 
jrjs in Amman, the duo will also 
conduct workshops at die Nation- 
al Music Conservatory and foe 
Orthodox Club in cooperation 
with the National Music Con- 
servatory and Noor AI Hussein 
Foundation. 

The event comes within a spe- 
cial programme initiated a few 
years ago by the United States 
Information Agency and called 
the Artistic ' Ambassador. The 
two aspects that distinguish this 
programme are the fact that the 
artists are of very high standards 
and the interaction that they 
seek, through workshops, lec- 
tures or master classes at the local 


conservatories, music schools and 
centres they visit. 

Derry Deane and Anna Nor- 
berg are both professors of music 
at the University of Tulsa, Okla- 
homa. With an impressive career 
covering the conducting of a baby 
orchestra at the age of three 
. (Derry Deane), classes with 
celebrities like Nadia Boulanger, 
and performances in Mexico, 
Guatemala. Chile, Saudi Arabia, 
Oman, Bahrain and Abu Dhabi, 
the two ladies have proven that 
artists can be working in the 
academic field and at the same 
time be very talented performers. 

Another special and somewhat 
different side in the duo’s “claim 
to Came" is their “effort to prom- 
ote chamber music written by 
women." 

“A fair amount of work by 
women composers is not played 
very often,” Mrs. Deane says. 

The programme to be pre- 
sented at die Philadelphia Hotel 
on June 26, includes the Sonata in 



TheDcaae-Norberg violin and piano duo (File photo) 


A major, K305 by Mozart, Alleg- 
reto Giusto by Copland, Adagio 
by Fanny Mendelssohn, Noc- 
turne by Lili Boulanger, three 


Preludes by Gershwin and the 
Sonata in D minor Op. 108 by- 
Brahms. a selection which should 
attract all music lovers in Jordan. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 


The following listings are compiled from monthly bulletins and 
tbe daSy Ambic press. Readers are advised to verify the hsted 
'tiros and place with die concerned institutions. 


EXHIBITIONS 

& An txMhtflocflf paintings and sculptures by Showg^aanklni, 
Mohammad AI Jaloes and Rtfqi AI Razzsz at Abdul Bameed 
Shaman Foundation IS ajm. — 8 p.m. 

& Photo exhflrftioe by Haas Richter at the Goethe Institute. 
if Foster cihfltilton at the British CouadL 
lir Ceramics exhibitioa by Margaret Tadrog and N^/wa Amahs! 
tire Spanish CaMnd Centre between June 17-30. 


UJtr 


Australian 

official 

arrives 


AMMAN — A senior Australian 
Foreign Ministry official arrived 
here Monday for a two-day visit 
to discuss bilateral relations with 
Parliamentarians and members of 
the business community. 

Michael Land ale, director of 
the Middle Eastern and African 
departments at the Australian 
Foreign Ministry, is on a tour of 
Arab capitals which include 

Riyadh and Damascus. 

Land ale is expected to be 
briefed on Jordan's political and 
economic stains. He is also ex- 
pected to discuss Australian in- 
terests in the Kingdom. 


back to 
Aeman 


In cooperation with Cyprus 
Airways, the first KLM flight 
departed Queen Alia Interna- 
tional Airport today from Am- 
man to Amsterdam. 

This joint co-operation is a 
component of KLM’s strategy 
of increasing the frequency of 
its flights. 

The agreement signed on 
June 6 is a first step toward 
long term co-operation be- 
tween KLM Royal Dutch Air- 
lines and Cyprus Airways. 


Business life resumes after Eid 


AMMAN IJ T ! — Government 
departments and public institu- 
tions Wednesday resumed regu- 
lar business following j five-day 
holiday on Eid Ai Adha (feast of 
sacrifice) which ended this year's 
pilgrimage season in Mecca and 
Medina. 

The pilgrims who performed 
Al Haj were reported to have 
vi sited Medina following the reli- 
gious rites in Mecca and were 
preparing to return borne. All 
Jordanian pilgrims were reported 
to be well. 

Jordan marked the Eid holiday 


with religious ceremonies held in 
various parts of the country. The 
main celebration was organised at 
-Al Hussein i Mosque m down- 
town Amman attended by His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan. royal family members, 
ministers and other officials. The 
mosque preacher, Lzzeddin Al 
Khatib, addressed the worship- 
pers. urging an end to hatred and 
disputes among Muslims and 
adherence to the principles of 
[slam. 

Following the prayers worship- 
pers exchanged greetings with 


Prince Hassan on the holy occa- 
sion 

The Crown Prince, accompa- 
nied by royal family members, 
visited the tombs of the late King 
Abdullah and King Tala! where 
they redied verses from the Holy 
Koran. The tombs were also vi- 
sited by Prime Minister Taber A I 
Masri and other officials. 

Deputising for His Majesty 
King Hussein . Prince Hassan 
attended a reception at Raghadau 
Palace where he exchnaged greet- 
ings and good wishes with visi- 


tors, who. among others, in- 
cluded the prime minister, 
Cabinet members, speakers of 
Parliament. Parliament mem- 
bers, senior officials and high 
ranking army officers. 

Also in attendance were heads 
of diplomatic missions, university 
presidents and representatives of 
the Christian communities in the 
Kingdom. 

King Hussein received cables 
of good wishes from Arab and 
foreign heads of state on the 
occasion. 



His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan attends Eid prayers at Al 
Husseini Mosque in the company of government officials (Petra pbotoi 


His Royal Highness Crown Prince Hassan, accompanied by Royal 
family members, recites verses from the Holy Koran at the tombs of 
the late King Abdullah and King Total (Petra photo) 


30 killed in Eid accidents 


By Ahmad Kreishan 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — At least 30 Jorda- 
nian citizens were killed and 
many others injured during the 
Eid AJ Adha holiday in road 
accidents, food poisoning and 
other incidents, according to pub- 
lic security and Civil Defence 
Department fCDD) officials. 

The main accident was that 
involving a bus travelling be- 
tween Zarqa and Irbid. It caused 
the death of 12 passengers and 
the injury of 44 others. 

A police official spokesman 
said that the accident happened 
because of a bursting tyre which 
made the driver lose control over 
his vehicle which overturned. Fall- 
ing into a ravine. 

The injured were rushed to 


various hospitals in the region for 
treatment. 

The National Paints Factory in 
the eastern vicinity of Amman 
was gutted by fire last Monday, 
on the third day of Eid Al Adha, 
and it took civil defence men 
nearly four hours and numerous 
fire engines to control the fire and 


finally extinguish it, according to 
a CDD spokesman. 

He said that the factory was full 
of paint and other chemical pro- 
ducts arid inflammable materials 
which easily caught fire. The 
spokesman said initial estimates 
put the factory losses at nearly JD 
500,000. He said that the cause of 


Happy feast— no fine 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Speeding 
motorists and other minor traf- 
fic law violators received a 
different treat from traffic 
police during the first two days 
of the Eid Al Adha holiday. 

Several motorists reported 
being stopped on highways for 
speeding and receiving cards 


with “happy feast" written on 
them, instead of fines for their 
minor violations. Of course, 
polite words of warning against 
the danger of speeding accom- 
panied the cards. 

A welcome approach; let us 
hope we will have more of the 
kind. 


the fire was not determined yet. 

He said that three of the civil 
defence men and one civilian 
sustained slight injuries and burns 
during the fire fighting opera- 
tions. 

The CDD spokesman said that 
the paint factory fine was the 
- biggest of its land in Jordan, bat 
added that warehouses contain- 
ing chemical materials remained 
intact thanks to the speedy and 
effective efforts of the fire fight- 
ers. 

Police- and CDD spokesmen 
said that the 70 per cent of the 
death casualties were children be- 
low 10 years of age. Hospital 
sources said that a total of 7.578 
people, mostly children, were 
admitted for treatment for food 
poisoning, bums, injuries result- 
ing from falling from high places. 


RJ, Aeroflot agree on 
students’ ticket purchasing 

A V4W A I I T \ Th>» a 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Soviet 
airlines Aeroflot and Royal 
Jordanian (RJ). the national air 
carrier, have reached an agree- 
ment under which Jordanian stu- 
dents studying in Soviet universi- 
ties can pay for their tickets in 
roubles. 

An RJ statement said that 
Aeroflot had demanded that 
Jordanian students pay in hard 
currency for their air tickets. The 
demand briefly caused a suspen- 
sion of RJ flights from and to 
Moscow. 

The Jordan news agency, Pet- 
ra. said RJ resumed its flights to 
Moscow on June 17 following a 
visit to Moscow by an RJ team 
which worked out the agreement. 

An RJ official told the Jordan 
Times that the carrier normally 
operates one weekly flight to 
Moscow, between June and 


September, while Aeroflot oper- 
ates one weekly flight throughout 
the year. The official said that the 
operations were not affected in 
any way and RJ and Aeroflot 
were operating their flights nor- 
mally. 

Petra quoted the RJ statement 
as saying that Aeroflot had 
agreed that Jordanian students 
pay their fare in roubles, but gave 
no other details. 

According to the statement. RJ 
was keen on reaching the agree- 
ment with Aeroflot in view of the 
fact that the students were pre- 
paring to return to Jordan for the 
summer holiday and ihe Soviet 
airline's decision complicated 
their plans. 

The official said that the new 
arrangement would remain valid 
until further notice. 


Soviet official praises 
Jordan’s policy, stand 


MOSCOW t Petra) — Jordan's 
principled stand during the recent 
war and its present position re- 
garding the peace process has 
earned His Majesty King Hussein 
appreciation from the Soviet peo- 
ple and its officials, according to a 
senior Soviet official. 

Speaking a; 2 dinner to honour 
Upper House of Parliament 
member Bahjat A! Talhouni. 
Rafiq Nisnanov. former Soviet’ 
ambassador to Jordan, said' 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev praised King Hussein's 
stand during the Gulf crisis. The 
policy earned King Hussein a 
unique position as an experienced 
statesman, Mr. Nishanov said. 

President Gorbachev, in prais- 
ing Jordan, also asked Mr. Nisha- 
nov 10 convey his greetings to 


King Hussein and the Jordanian 
people. 

In a reply speech. Mr. 
Talhouni, who serves as president 
of the Jordanian-Soviet 
Friendship Society, said that Jor- 
dan follows a firm, clearcut policy 
towards the peace efforts. He 
conveyed the greetings of His 
Majesty King Hussein to Presi- 
dent Gorbachev and the Soviet 
people. 

Mr. Talhouni held talks with 
President of the Soviet 
Friendship Societies Valentina 
Tereshkova and Dr. Nicolai Tru- 
plin, chairman of the Jordanian- 
Soviet Friendship Society. Mr. 
Talhouni also spoke with senior 
Foreign Ministry officials about 
the need for further developing 
Jordanian-Soviet relations. 


Abbadi visits 
Al Bashir Hospital 


AMMAN (Petra) — Health 
Minister Mamdouh Al Abbadi 
Saturday paid an inspection visit 
to Al Bashir Hospital to gel first 
hand information on the health 
services provided by the hospital. 

He concentrated on arrange- 
ments for receiving patients dur- 
ing the Eid holiday. 

Dr. Abbadi inspected the inter- 
nal diseases, first aid and opera- 


tions sections of the hospital. He 
also met with patients and con- 
gratulated them on the Eid and 
wished them a speedy recovery. 
Dr. Abbadi praised the efforts 
made by doctors, nurses and 
health workers at the hospital and 
urged them to continue to work 

hard in order to alleviate the 
suffering of nalienu 


Refuge found for 
stranded Iranians 


By P.V. Vivekauand 

. Jordan Times Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — Sweden has 
agreed to accept 30 Iranians 
displaced from Iraq during the 
Gulf crisis and the subsequent 
war and the asylum-seekers, 
now stranded in Jordan, are 
expected to leave for their new 
home soon, a senior U.N. offi- 
cial said Tuesday. 

The expected departure of 
30 Iranians will leave about 20 
more refugees and efforts are 
under way to find refuge for 
them, said Carl Vonserh, head 
of mission in Jordan of the 
United Nations High Commis- 
sioner for Refugees 
(UNHCR). 

Mr. Vonseth, a Swede, said 
Stockholm’s acceptance of 
some of the refugees was re- 
layed to UNHCR a few days 
after some of them staged a 
protest sit-in at the agency’s 
offices demanding their cases 
be immediately addressed. 

Some of the Iranians, who 
are accommodated at the 
An dal us transit camp near the 
airport, arrived here during the 
run-up to the Gulf war in 
January and others in the 
course of and after the war, 
which ended in late February 
with Iraq’s withdrawal from 
Kuwait. 

It was believed that some of 
them were members of the 
Iranian opposition 
Mujahedeen-e-Khalq move- 
ment based in Iraq, bur Mu- 
jahedeen spokesman denied 
that any member of the rebel 
group had sought political 
aslym through UNHCR. 

Prior to the beginning of the 
Gulf- crisis in August 1990, 
statistics showed that around 
60,000 Iranians were living in 
Iraq. Many of them were affili- 
ated with the Mujahedeen, 
some with other Iranian dissi- 
dent movements, but there 
were also o there who had fled 
their country in the wake of the 
Islamic revolution there in 
1979 and had declined to join 
any political group. They were 
bving in camps near the cities 


of Najaf and Karbala in south- 
ern Iraq, and many of them 
Bed the internal Shiite unrest 
that hit the two dries after the 
war. 

About 2.000 Iranians are be- 
lieved to have left Iraq during 
the crisis and the war. The 
Mujahedeen — estimated to 
number around 20,000 — still 
maintain their bases in Iraq. 

Mr. Vonseth said Tuesday 
that about 250 people of va- 
rious nationalities remained in 
Jordan seeking UNHCR help. 
Around 150 of them are Soma- 
lis and tbe rest include 
Sudanese and Eritreans. 
Almost all of the Somalis ar- 
rived here from Kuwait in Au- 
gust. shortly after the Iraqi 
take-over of the emirate. 

A group of 150 Somalis was 
flown to northern Somalia in 
May after the security situation 
in the dvil war-hit country 
improved. Some of those re- 
maining in Jordan can return 
to their country, depending on 
availability of flights to north- 
ern Somalia, but about 40 
others pose a “difficult prob- 
lem,” Mr. Vonseth said. 

Those who have already left 
or are about to leave are from 
northern Somalia, where the 
mainstream Somali National 
Movement (SNM) proclaimed 
an independent state after top- 
pling the regime of President 
Mohammad Siad Barre earlier 
this year. 

"But about 40 others are 
from tbe southern parts of 
Somalia and they cannot im- 
mediately return there” be- 
cause of the undear security 
situation. Mr. Vonseth said. 

Some of the Somalis have 
received “authorisation to re- 
turn to Kuwait,” and arrange- 
ments are being made for their 
passage to the emirate, he 
added. Others are waiting to 
join their families in Britain 
and Canada. 

Dozens of Iraqis who were 
displaced from Kuwait during 
the crisis have also approached 
UNHCR for help, but they do 
not qualify as refugees under 
UNHCR parameters. 
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By Yerikl Sayigh 


Next comes the plan 


JUST BEFORE the ‘Eid A1 Adha holiday, and in the wake 
nf the formation of the new government, political pundits 
raised a legal-political question: Should the Masn cabinet 
nZie and submit it to Parliament for a vote of 
confideSvrt^ming few days/weeks wiU ly < d 


Se i^VVrnow hWver/this government like any 
SL=r^o« it, mad translate the King’s letter ofappoud- 
ment into a plan for actioo Unit « clMT for aU to me. 


Ministers should not be expected, as one former prime 
STis reported to have told his colleagues. to solve 
problems at their ministries as they find fit. ProW^s 
plaguing the economy, for example, affect ever £^Jj?“ 
tradeto tourism, industry to foreign affairs, and education 

to Hhasbeen long established that the ministers of health 
and education, toname only two, have always^oni^ over 
lack of funds to improve the semces provided by their 
minis tries. These are very vital services 
and to the well-being of the connin' asa wbo te- Unte ^ 
are made available where they are most needed, often at the 


THE need to prevent armed con- 
flict, whether by controlling the 
means of waging it or by deter- 
ring its outbreaks, is obviously a 
pressing imperative in the Middle 
East. It is made all the more 
urgent by the appalling civil war 
in Iraq and the prospects of furth- 
er regional instability which that 
strife raises, as well as by the 
persistence of other more long- 
standing threats. However, the 
issue and its solutions are not 
clear-cut a mechanical approach 
that treats the military dimension 
as a practical or technical prob- 
lem, in isolation of- root causes 
and political tensions at both 
domestic and regional levels, 
risks placing the cart before the 
horse. 

That said, there are three main 
categories of military issues that 
affect the search for regional 
security: prevention — deploy- 
ment of peacekeeping forces for 
early warning and “trip-wire 
purposes, establishment of “hot- 
lines” and advance notification 
procedures of manoeuvres and 
troop movements to avoid 
accidental conflict; deterrence — 
deployment of outside forces or 
conclusion of defence and milit- 
ary assistance pacts, possession of 
non-conventional weapons or ac- 
quisition of advancedi convention- 
al systems; and arms control and/ 
or disar mament, affecting NBC 
(nuclear, biological, chemical) 
and conventional weapons and 
other areas of military technology 
or related industrial transfer. 


act as problems and threat rather 
than as the basis for promoting 
cooperation. 

The third category, arms con- 
trol and disarmament, best high- 
lights the connection between 
prevention and deterrence or. 
more precisely, the linkage be- 
tween the military and political 
dimensions of security. Indeed, in 
many respects the debate about 
ways and means of suspending, or 
even reversing, the regional con- 
ventional arms build-up and the 
race to acquire NBC weapons 
and ballistic missiles is „set to 
become paramount, both as a 
military issue and as a predomi- 
nantly political one. 

Obstacle^ to arms controls 


are maou uvdiuuii« — _ 

expense of those who. least 


continue to suffer and socio-economic problems ^ ex- 
pound. Therefore, unless the government draws bold, but 
bold, programme and go about implement!^ »t mimecbate- 
uT it wiUbe difficult for it to reach successful conclusions. 
* Both frustrations and expectations by our people are 
indeed high. People yearn for change, and the only way to 
change the apathy by which they greet every new govern- 
ment is to prove that the new team is not like any old one. 
Like one seasoned observer put it: To be m power does not 
mean you hold it. Only through generatmg power. the 
power of change, can any government get the genuine 
support and participation of the people. . 

Tte countryfcices a mulUtude_ of problems: PohOart, 


Of the foregoing, preventive 
measures can only be based on 
agre ement between the contract- 
ing parties if they are to be 
effective, and so appear as tech- 
nical details that refine an estab- 
lished security arrangement. De- 
terrence is more contentious, 
since it presupposes continued 
tension or latent conflict with one 
or more regional actors, who are 
excluded from the arrangements 
proposed by the other side. Thus 
it only underscores the potency of 
political and strategic issues that 


The most obvious instances of 
the complicating political-military 
linkage is the Arab-Israeli arena, 
the current focus on the Gulf and 
Iraq notwithstanding. For Israel, 
insecurity has been a prime driv- 
ing force not only of conventional 
arms development but also of its 
clandestine nuclear land possibly 
biological and chemical) 
weapons, ballistic missile and 
space programmes. In turn, this 
has fuelled Arab concern about 
the strategic balance and promp- 
ted counter-efforts to develop 
non-conventional weapons and 
their means of delivery, the most 
recent and public example being 
Iraq. 

At one level, therefore, the 
Western focus on dismantling the 
Iraqi NBC and missile infrastruc- 
ture misses an important part of 
the point when it ignores the far 
superior Israeli capability and dis- 
misses Arab calls for making dis- 
armament both reciprocal and 
across the NBC board. At 
another level. Israel and other 
Arab states (including Syria and 
Egypt) will neither curb their 
mili tar y development nor disarm 
unilaterally. Indeed, they will not 
even countenance a multilateral 
approach, such as a nuclear 
weapons-free zone (NWFZ), 
without a wide-ranging and com- 
prehensive settlement of their 
outstanding complaints and con- 
cerns. which above all means 


obtaining a negotiated peace in- 
volving territorial concessions by. 
and security guarantees for, 
Israel. 

Important as it may be — even 
central in the post -Gulf war 
period — the Arab-Israeli dimen- 
sion is not the only factor. Were it 
so, then it might be easier to 
argue that enforcing Iraq? dis- 
. armament (and similar controls 
on other Arab states, for that 
matter) without rigorously pur- 
suing controls on Israeli NBC 
efforts need not necessarily prove 
destabilising, because Israeli be- 
haviour could supposedly be 
moderated by the U.S.. In real- 
ity, however, there are other 
contributors to the dynamic of 
regional military competition. 


countries to be able to defend 
themselves, and that the y can 
defend themselves with weapons 

sold by the U.S." HJJf, ^ 
added that this should be done 
“in a way that does not become a 
threat to Israel, provid ed we rec- 
ognise and remain committed to 
our commitment to Israel s qual- 
itative advantage.” 

Pursuing arms sales 
Western/ American allies in tfae 
Middle East may be justified 
officially on the grounds that no 
one of the reeqaents is likely to 
a*tnr.k its neighbours, but even 
then such an argument is m- 


m t cAfistive to ■ the 


Sd^n^ofE^to&ro- 


peaji economies to export ^ 
beoveriooked in th£ context- 

Already, 

sisted on going 72 

planned sale of at least 3 WTJ 2 
te^toSyria.andistoiWfdea 

trainer aircraft with Israeli help. 


...and private msxrests . 

The foregoing .treats toe 
of arms controls as if it 


meats fc » a W5TC 

realism' info mmcfaag ,yropoR^ ; ’ 
for arms amtrote and to. teqjpw 
seif-rirfiteopsness among mefc_; 

iraesooos arise: moi tana*.^ 
dons be 

undermined bccarisc. tt may not, 
adequately control tterd countiy ' 
transfer or tran saetk^ ^gv ' 

vatc companies, espeoaiy. those: 
involved in ^transfennigteciraol^ 
ct and components for. use By- 
SdDient industries; Camfeisdfr 


berentiy political; it accepts die stnughtforward matter of goyera- 
statns quo and sidelines the de- me ntpoKcy,buttiiisisanimjusi^ 
mands of other aetdra, and so it assumption. In reafaty, me 

enables the chosen recipients to aKen( jas of specific interest 
maintain selfish ooUcies. Israeli influence dedsfon-malang 


An evident example is the ba- 
lance between Iraq and Iran. 
Late in the first Gulf war tbe 
latter country revived its nudear 
research programme — launched 
under the shah but suspended by 
the advent of the I slami c revolu- 
tion in 1979 — and redoubled its 
ballistic missile development 
effort. This is a potential threat 
that neither Iraq nor Saudi Ara- 
bia and the other GCC members 
can ignore. Arming to reduce 
their vulnerability would only 
threaten Israel, though, thus res- 
tarting the escalatory spiral. 

Impact of state Interests 


enables the chosen recipients to 
piamtam selfish policies. Israeli 
occupation of Arab land mid de- 
nial of Palestinian rights being the 
foremost case in point- It also 
ignores the fact that local leaders 
might entertain regional ambi- 
tions, which would be enhanced 
by acquisition of advanced 
weaponry even if it was not 
actively employed. In all cas es, a 
continued flow of arms wfll rean- 
force the marked mil itary imba- 
lances of the region, with atten- 
dant risks of restarting the aims 


more effective m sadycMcgotia 
as NBC weapons. and balfistt;- 
missiles, becaus e ass odafed- 
transfers caa be. nwre dosee 




pro-Israeli lobby and the mflitaiy, 
industrial and business : 

ties (who back Sancfa s ales) intfae 
U S. demonstrate. As unportant- 
W tbe scale of financial gams 


pro^ 


from arms sales wU continue to 


Limiting the focus to conven- 
tional weapons is no less compli- 
cated. Major arms suppliers, 
espedally in the West, will find it 
extremely difficult to restrict 
military transfers to their allies in 
the region, assuming they ever 
seriously consider doing so. 
Israel, Egypt, and Saudi Arabia 
will remain principal recipients of 


The risks are very real. 
Although the U.S.. Britain and 
France have long been the lead- 
ing arms suppliers to tire Middle 
East, along with the USSR, there 
is substantial scope for smaller 
producers to export weaponry to 
countries that are supposedly 
under controls. China is an im- 
portant example, but a host of 
other countries are also involved 
in die arms trade, ranging from 


UUUI Oiuw «•— - . J 

influence Western (and <Xhci) 
governments and to attrac t pri - 
vate companies keen on earning 

large profits. . 

An equally powerful incentive 
operates on the recetvmg _ade 
too Arms deals are one of th e 
most lucrative sources ofcoamus- 
dons in the Middle East, akmg 
with oil and construction con- 
tracts, and so the temptation to 
exploit a government position for 
personal gain re mai n s large- Sndi 
exploitation of political power is 

most obvious in the Saudi case, 
where reportedly the convention 
is for middlemen to ea rn up t o a 
fifth of the value of contracts, 
though similar practices occur m 


mid Arab insecurity, 

Once again, fife mtertodm 
n yatim t-oF the -problems- and toe, 


regions and parallel security cra^ 
ceres across the Middle Eatt sg£ 
eest that a comp re he nsive, poEri- 
cafiy based ontlbbk-is necessary 

foraneffective bahto toe repeal 


al aims _race- This is not . Jh 
suggest that aims controls ^. 


measures) , must wait on soluticBJ - 
to mthkiabte^ ^ pc®ka4 cqnffirik.. 
Raiher^ teiving noted tix debBi- ' 


interest anri partiranship^m the 
c o mmitm e nt of outside sapphox : 
to" real controls, toe argumed - 
here is that the active interaction 
of the political -and military.- 
dimensions off secarity most be'; 
acknowledged m dm policy prop- i 


arms sales mj me wuuu» 
given their secarity circumstances 
and proven loyalty; indeed, aU 
three countries have benefitted 
from new deals with the U.S. 
since August 1990. 

Justifying his country s poncy, 
U.S. Secretary of State James 
Baker explained that the Gulf 
crisis had *‘point(ed) up the feet 
that there is a necessity for these 


Germany. 

More significantly, although 
the USSR is likely to participate 
in collective control regimes, par- 
ticularly in the NBC and ballistic 
missile spheres, it wffl probably 
prove more reticent concerning 
conventional weapons limitations 
if it feels that Western restrictions 


headofMjusitiomrm^ed^ ^der, arms controls in bototoe j 

jor embezademrat. Tran^arm^ C o„ V entinal and non- | 

— declaration of afl ^ ££^entfonal spheres have to be | 

Kntei to the I 


could be one way of curbing anus 
sales driven by the profit motive. 


The propose of these corn- 


fundamental political issues. 
Secarity can only be an integral 
whole. — .Middle East Interna- 
tional, London. 


social, economic, educational, agricultural... etc. What is 
needed is to build upon the King’s directives and devisean 


Wt^ phm toat would address each of the problems 
mcUridually and all of them collectively. In no tunemthe 
Kingdom’s history has this Mtai • s ^’ 


Suppliers to seek arms sale 
standards for Middle East 


Dutch face six months in 
spotlight with EC presidency 


Top on the agenda of the govenunent there fe anurgent 


need for reforms. These entail and 

foremost the decentralisation of government. This fore 8°J£ 
conclusion was reached many years ago, yet very tittle 
action was ever taken on it. Decentralisation is a 
democracy. Unless people at all levels are pvm *** ** 
authority they were deprived of to determine their own fate, 
people will always want to depend on tbe pvenunent to 
solve their problems. Local communities, that in the past 
used to effectively manage their affairs, should again be 

... i!i ^ SntanianhMl in the 


By Norma Holmes 

US1A 


WASHINGTON — When the 
United States and toe other ma- 
jor Middle East arms suppliers 

meet in Paris in July, they will not 


from toe occupied territories who 
“accept toe phased approadi, 
who accept the idea of negotia- 
tions between Israel and its Arab 
neighbours and who accept to live 
in peace with Israel." 

“We’re still waiting to see what 
the outcome is going to be on the 


- | 4 ,I . . UIV uuiwimv — Cf — <7 

seek to ban arms sales but to qocstions of united Nations’ role 
define standards for sales in the . ^ ques tion of whether or 


uacu ui - u - _• • -I 

riven the chance to do so likewise, state intervention m the 

“ .. • m I _n IJ L. MarWWVAtfi PoAlftlP mllM DP 


Mfe of the individual should be reviewed. People must be 
accorded the freedom they acquired at birth, te ' c™*** 
freely what to do with minimum interference from the state. 
The benefits of delegating central authority to local govern- 
ment have proved to be of critical value to progress, the 
contrary has proved disastrous in many countries, notably 
the Soviet Union. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


said that the Eid Al Adha feast found the Arabs and 

■* — — **■ as 


well as collective action in dealing with toe common challenge. 
The paper said that it is high time for the Arabs and Muslims to 
put their homes in order, forget the past differences wd forogJJ 
toe side issues. It is time for the Kuwaitis to be tolerant and end 
the injustices being committed against then Jorc J^ lia ^ 
Palestinian brothers, and to consider Eid Al Adha as the starting 
point of a new chapter in Arab history, toe paper said. Arabs ana 
Muslims are all invited to end the rifts in then ranks and neai me 
wounds caused by the Gulf crisis; and above all con struct b nages 
of understanding without allowing the past misfortunes to 
adversely affect the future, the paper continual. On toe 


region, a senior Bash administra- 
tion official told Congress June 

17- . 

John H.Kelly, assistant secret- 
ary of state for Near Eastern and 
South Asian affairs, said toe Un- 
ited States "seek to bring some 
transparency into the process of 
aims transfers, “so that well all 
know what’s going from all coim- 
tries.” Kelly was testifying on the 
situation in the Middle East be- 
fore the House Foreign Affaire 
Subcommittee on Europe and tbe 
Middle East. 

Belly said France, the United 
Kingdom, toe Soviet Union and 
China accepted the idea of a 
conference in Paris “to discuss 
limitations on conventional arma- 
ments in the Middle East and on 
trying to get a handle on the 
weapons of mass destruction." 

He said toe United States is the 
only country where there is a 
public notification process and 
public debate on arms sales and 
“it would be worthwhile to see 
that extended to toe other na- 


not the conference would be able 
to reconvene,” he said. 

Kelly said the Gulf States 
announced that they would partici- 
pate individually in tbe multi- 
lateral negotiations with Israel on 
regional issues, and that they will 
send the Secretary General of the 
Gulf Cooperation Council as an 
observer to toe conference. 

“The Jordanian government 
and the King have expressed 
strong interest in participating in 
a conference, assuming that one 
comes about,’ 1 Kelly said, “They 
have not placed specific separate 
conditions on the holding of such 
a conference, but they have indi- 
cated that they would —that they 
support the same positions that 
toe other Arab states have been 
taking,” Kelly said. 

Questioned about the widely 
reported human rights abuses in 
post-war Kuwait, Kelly said Pres- 


Questioned on prospects for 
democracy in post-war Kuwait. 
Kelly noted that the emir and the 
prime minister have announced 
elections for October of 1992 and 
have called for the National 
Council, which was elected last 
June as an advisory group to the 
emir and the government, to 
meet next month to prepare for 
elections. . 

Questioned on U.S. relations 
with post-war Iraq by Subcom- 
mittee Chari man Lee Hamilton 
(Democrat of Indiana), Kelly 
stated that Iraqi violations of 
U.N. resolutions include: 

a public statement made 

through their vice president res- 
tating Iraq’s claim to Kuwait; 

— the detention of 3,000 
Kuwaitis; . 

— continuing to hold billions of 
do Hare of stolen Kuwaiti proper- 


By Christopher wffson 

Renter 


— inadequate disclosure of 
their internally held assets; 

inadequate disclosure of 

their weapons of mass destruc- 
tion; 

— summary trials and sentenc- 
ing of two British businessmen 
after U.N. resolutions ordered 
tbe release of all third-country 
nationals. 


5*. Iraq has made no commitment 
: Jirt, nf Kuwait and to renounce terrorism, Kelly said. 


issue with toe emir of Kuwait and to renounce terrorism, Aeuy «uu. 
rtrm^sed “our strong desire that Overall, Iraq has grudgingly 

mrnnlied" mlh the sanctions in 


yuv^iaciy — r * — r _ . w t 

anniversary of Eid Al Adha, Muslims tend to remeber Jerusalem 


which embodies the third holiest shrines for Islam and remember 
the oppressed people and the injustice befalling them unto 
occupation, the paper said. The paper reminded Muslims and 
Arabs that they can by no means acquire a status witluu toe new 
world order unless they work seriously towards rebuilding their 
solidarity based on mutual confidence and respect. 


A columnist in Al RaT daily says with the formation of a new 
government beaded by Taher Masri rumours m town spread that 
the Jordanians and Palestinians now intend to form a join t 
delegation for the coming negotiations with Israel. Mahm®®a 
Rfcnawi said that though such predictions could be correct, yet 
one should realise that toe formation of delegations is a mere 
procedure, but the substance lies with the question of Israel 
respecting U.N. Security Council resolutions and implementing 
them by withdrawing from the occuppied territories. The writer 
notes that Jordanians and Palestinians have common 


to negotiate a settlement that would safeguard Arab rights- 
However, toe question of future unity or confederation between 
Palestine and Jordan lies with toe two peoples themselves who 
will be free to choose their future relations and governments, the 
Writer points out. Tbe writer expresses the view that regmdtasof 
tbe personality at the head of the BOTeramaiL. toua»Mry -can 
only adhere to tbe collective stand with regard to safeguarding the 
Arab rights through a just settlement based on toe exchange ot 
land for peace and withdrawal of Israeli forces from tbe occupied 

Arab land. 


aons. 

Discussing other developments 
in toe Middle East, Kelly said 
that “some headway” has been 
made in the peace process. He 
said that all parties have agreed 
that: 

a conference to launcn 

direct negotiations should be 
based on U.N. Security Council 
resolutions 242 and 338; 

the objective of this effort 

would be to establish a compre- 
hensive settlement in the area; 

the United States and the 

Soviet Union would co-chair toe 
kickoff conference; 

— negotiations on the occupied 
territories would be in two 
phases: the first will deal with 
interim self-governing arrange- 
ments; the second will deal with 
the final status of the occupied 
temtories. . 

. — the conference that begins 
the process would not have the 
authority to impose its views on 
the parties or dictate to toe par- 
ties, or interfere in the negotia- 
tions. 

Kelly said there is also “general 
agreement" that Palestinians 
would be represented by people 


Kuwait, which has benefited so 
much from the support of the 
international community, live up 
to the highest human rights stan- 
dards." 

The United States has been 
“disappointed" that human rights 
abuses have happened, Kelly 
said, stressing that ‘^we bold toe 
government, which is headed by 
the prime minister, whojs the 
crown prince, responsible.” Kelly 
said the United States has told 
the government of Kuwait that 
“the ability of the United States 
to provide security support or any 
other support for Kuwait will 
depend on how they manage to 
enhance human rights and the 
democratic process there m 
Kuwait-” 

He said both toe emir, and tbe 
crown prince are on record that 
human rights abuses “have got to 
stop and they’ve got to improve. 


complied” with the sanctions in 
cases where the international 

community has had appropriate 
information to require com- 
pliance, Kelly said. 

Kelly said the United States 
has “no current plan to reestab- 
lish diplomatic relations with 
Iraq” and favours keeping toe 
U.N. sanctions against Iraq in 
place so long as President Sad- 
dam Hussein remains in power. 
He suggested, however, that 
sanctions could be changed,' at 
the discretion of the Secarity 
Co anal, if the United States were 
“persuaded” that Iraq is pre- 
pared to donate a percentage of 
its ofl earnings yet to be set by the 
Security Council for humanita- 
rian purposes. Medicines, he 
pointed out, “have always been 
permitted,” as are food ship- 
ments, subject to notification of 
the U.N. Sanctions Committee. 
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THE HAGUE — Dutch officials E 

like to refer to their country’s n 
position within the European e 
Community as “toe biggest of the 

small and the smallest of the big.” ® 
It is an ambivalent and vaguely ti 
self-deprecating description. s 

But tbe Netherlands is looking a 
forward to a boost in status when 
it assumes the EC's rotating pres- F 
idency and steps into the interna- « 
tional spotlight at a time when * 
Europe is hurtling towards crea- J 
tion of the world’s largest single < 
market ( 

For six months, from July 1 to 
December 31, tbe Dutch will be 1 
“in toe chair.” The Netherlands « 
will speak for Europe on the j 
world stage, helping to fashion ' 
compromises and to bridge poli- 
tical and economic policy divi- 
sions among the EC’s very diffe- 
rent 12 member states. 

“The presidency has certain 
advantages and disadvantages,” 
said Big Istha, a senior Dutch 
foreign minis t r y official. “Yew 
have more power, but you can’t 
push your own (national) view^ 
point too hard.” 

The Dutch presidency comes at 
a critical time in Europe’s history. 

The next six months should see 
the completion of two pivotal 
treaties, on European political 
union and economic and monet- 
ary union (EMU), which will 
transform the community. 

“If the treaties are signed, the 
Dutch wfll be able to claim credit 
as the chief architects of Euro- 
pean monetary and political un- 
ion," said TbeoHustinx, theEuro- 
pcan Commission’s representa- 
tive in the Hague. 

Prime Minister Rnud^ Lubbers 
tokl foreign correspondents last 
month: “The Dutch presidency- 
must really do its utmost to bring 
European monetary union and 
political union to its conclusion 
before the end of the year. If we 
are not able to do so, it will be 
seen as a very negative thing.” 

In some ways, the Dutch seem 
ill-placed to forge a compromise 
because their own verystrong 
views are often fiercely opposed 
within the community. 

On defence, the Dutch are 
fervent Atlanticists surpassing 
even Britain in their oppos ition t o 
attempts to create a European 
defence pillar that 'might under- 
mine tiae role of NATO (North 
Atlantic Treaty Organisation). 

And as seif appointed cham- 


pions of the smaller EC nations, 
they are extremely suspicious of 
any attempt to replace traditional 
EC mechanisms for decision- 
making with a looser, inter gov- 
ernmental arrangement. 

Smaller countries fear being 
steam-rollered by deals between 
the larger countries if the EC’s 


pean Parliament or the council cf 
minis ters where voting is more 
closely tied to the relative size of 

countries. 

The Dutch also agree with Ger- 
many that toe European PaiM- 
ment, as the only EC institution 
whose members are directly 
elected, should have more power 


do not <«r 

ana pra™ ro ie a mainly advisory. V 

tongfa Dutch stance stems 


partly from anger over last year’s 
decision to locate toe European 
Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBR D) in Lon- 
don and appoint Frenchman Jac- 
ques Attafi as its president. 

Although it was not strictly an 
EC issue, the community controls 
more than half of toe bank’s 
shares. Tbe Netherlands has lob- 
bied hard to have the bank in 
Amsterdam and former Finance 
Minister Onno Robing as its 


role is mainly advisory. " 
“If you gave control powers to 
the European Parliament, it 
might make it a more effective 
institution,” said one Dutch, offi- ; 
dal. “But we don’t wanton in- 
crease the parliament’s powers to 
the detriment of tbe EC Conans- 


sion.’ 

The Dutch have rallied some 
support recently over the struc- 
ture of tbe draft treaty on potion 
al onion, with a majority of coun- 
tries keen to see that any inter- 
governmental arrangements - a® 
strictly limited. 

“We don’t need to haw* 


nead smeuy . - 

In the political onion debate, “We don’t need to haw* 
the Hague has argued forcefully perfect treaty. But if poottW 
against the structure of a draft keep moving as they have been,) 
fcXjatv which separates a future flunk we wffl have a satisfactory 


common foreign and security 
policy from normal co mm u n ity 


It is also pressing toe cause of 
the European Commission, 
which proposes and implements 
normal EC business. Smaller 
countries each appoint one of the 
17 commissioners, while larger 
countries appoint two. 

Although the commissioners 
are sworn to protect EC interests 
rather *t*am those of their coun- 
try, toe small nations feel their 
interests are better protected by 
toe commission than by the Euro- 


treaty,” said Dutch official. 

After months of argument, * 
compromise is also in sig ht « 
monetary union. Britain, wbia : 
still opposes a single European 
currency and the establishment ® 
a European central bank to set 
monetary policy, has beef 1 
allowed tbe loophole of reserving 
its position. 

But Germany in particular # 
insisting that the two 
must be approved together, 
securing unanimous support ^. 
both by the December summit t* 1 
Maastricht will not be easy tai- 
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Al Dustour’s ‘chief editor 
wants media to tackle local issues 


-Boat for 700,000, Algiers raw bouse 3 million people (File photo) 

* Algerian capital 

fixes make ud but 

vulnerable to mugging, rhecapit- 11AVJ MittlW — UUl 

al of Algeria is redoing its ^•11 11 i 

ZEJ'&JZ?* ot still looks ravaged 

Thl» f#*** r Mr J 


ALGIERS — Like an aristocratic 
old lady fallen on hard times and 
vulnerable to mugging, rhe capit- 
al of Algeria is redoing its 
makeup. It has tittle hope of 
permanent rejuvenation. 

The tear gas canisters fired to 
disperse massive protests by Isla- 
mic fundamentalists earlier this 
month have gone — souvenirs for 
the young men who rushed round 
giving people cotton pads soaked 
in vinegar to counteract the acrid 
fumes. 

In the main thoroughfares, 
dominated by graceful French 
style buildings overlooking the 
bay of Algiers, rubbish collectors 
are busy tackling dumps of rot- 
ting debris. 

u It wasn't always like this. 
Even two or three years ago 
Algiers was one of the cleanest 
cities in North Africa," said one 
regular visitor. 

"It could be the most beautiful 
place,” be added, pointing to 
trees carefully planted on the 
terraces between the sea and the 
dty heights. Their trunks were 
scarred when barricades were 
carelessly torn apart after the 
unrest. 

It was the third time in three 
decades that the capital had suf- 
fered violent assault. 

For eight years up to 1962 the- 
dty was a military and political 


battleground as Algerians fought 
for independence from France. 

Riots in October 1988 brought 
sudden death, damage and wide- 
spread looting. 

In the latest upheaval, a politic- 
al strike to back the Muslim 
radicals, putrid fruit and meat, 
the detritus of daily life in an 
overcrowded city, grew in menac- 
ing moan tains. The people of 
Algiers ignored appeals to put 
politics aside and help move it to 
street corners for collection. 

Only the cats enjoyed the scat- 
tered harvest and. as the smell 
intensified and the temperature 
rose, the press sounded alarm 
over possible epidemics. 

“Algiers under garbage: Be- 
ware cholera.” warned the main 
headline of the newspaper Le 
Quotidien D'Algerie early in 
June. 

The latest crisis eased after 
President Chadli Benjedid called 
m the army and the Islamic Salva- 
tion Front, the main opposition 
party, called off the strike. 

The army reinforced briefly on 
Friday, fearing violence after 


prayers. But crowds dispersed 
peacefully past alert troops, 
bayonets glinting in the afternoon 
sun. 

Today in sidewalk cafes, the 
politically conscious discuss 
Algeria's advance towards demo- 
cracy or an Islamic state, and 
wonder if either will end the 
current austerity. 

Strapped for cash, the author- 
ities are making slow progress in 
efforts to beautify the capital. 

The central post office, its 
grand entrance arches supported 
by slender pillars, has recently 
been repainted gleaming white. 

' Across the road, work pro- 
ceeds on the Arab World's 
second undergo und railway, after 
Cairo. Tonnes of earth a day are 
ripped from deep in the ground. 
A marble staircase and a clon- 
naded walkway are already com- 
plete, awaiting the Aim crowds. 

The workmen mostly ignored 
the street protests but occasional- 
ly they had to abandon crane, 
bulldozer and lorry to take cover 
as stray tear gas grenades landed 
on the site. 


PLO ready for joint delegation 


(CoBthmed from page 1) 

did not do modi to press it,” 
said one Palestinian analyst. 

Mr. Hourani’s statement ab- 
out a joint delegation has so far 
Dot been reflected in a resolution 
or official declaration by the 
FLO leadership as in the debate 
in Palestinian circle was still 
continuing, over the issue. It 
seems that the appointment of 
Mr. Masri, who comes from a 
prominent Palestinian family, 
has caused concern among 
some PLO officials that 
Washington will view the de- 
velopment as 4 signal to pave 
the way for the formation a 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian de- 
legation without the PLO. 

Another PLO official, who 
asked not to be named, said 
that the organisation takes Jor- 
dan's word that it will stand by 
the PLO in support of separate 
representation. But that Jordan 
will seek a joint delegation as 
an alternative if a separate 
Palestinian delegation proved 
to be an obstacle to the peace 
process, he said. * 

The appointment of Masri 


has also intensified the debate 
here and in Tunis over the issue 
of Palestinian participation. 

Some officials argue that the 
form — whether a separate 

participation, unified Arab de- 
legation or a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian team — will become 
secondary if there is a dear 
Arab commitment and interna- 
tional, especially American, 
acceptance of the PLO's role. 

But others, including the 
Democratic Front for the Li- 
beration of Palestine (DFLP), 
argue that the PLO should in- 
sist on separate representation 
since the other alternative ex-, 
dudes the PLO. “What is in the 
offering, although we were 
practically offered nothing, is a 
joint Jordanian-Palestinian de- 
legation and not a joint 
Jordanian-PLO team. We insist 
on separate representation,” 
said Saji Saiamch, member of 
the DFLP political bureau. 

Another group, the Popular 
Front for the Liberation of 
Palestine (FFLP) led by Dr. 
George Habash maintains the 
same position, but is ready to 
reconsider if the PLO was part 


of delegation on equal footing 
with Jordan. 

PFLP officials also accuse 
Washington of evading the 
issue of an Israeli withdrawal by 
concentrating on the form of 
Palestinian partidpation. 

“There is a confusion, some- 
times a deliberate one, between 
the form and the substance. We 
have to refocus the attention on 
the substance... of the talks 
inducting the PLO representa- 
tive role, Palestinian national 
rights and Israeli withdrawal 
from in accordance with the 
United Nations resolutions,” 
said Abdul Rahim Malouh, 
member of the PFLP’s political 
bureau. 

According to Mr. Hourani, 
the U.S. is behaving as if there 
has been a consensus among all 
parties concerned to exdude 
the PLO. 

“The worst part, however, is 
that some Arab countries be- 
have as if the exclusion of the 
PLO has been, universally 
accepted and is not even sub- 
ject to debate," said Mr. 
Hourani. 

He did not elaborate. But in 


Those hiccups were insignifi- 
cant. Work on the met:**, first 
planned m the did nor *tarr 

until November 1*JKK and it is 

expected to I nr at least another six 
yeans before tram* run 

Explosive population growth 
threatens to choke Algiers Built 
for around 7W.I10U i: is now home 
to a vast throng, with estimates , 
ranging from two to three mil- 
lion. 

At night, far from the spacious 
homes of the wealthy or diploma- 
tic corps, groups of youths and 
men chat on street corners, pre- 
ferring the air to overcrowded 
apartments. 

Balconies, jammed with the 
curious during the unrest, carry 
lines laden with washing, testi- 
mony to the numbers behind (he 
windows. Families * are reported 
living in stairwells and cellars. 

By day. leaning against still 
elegant but shabby buildings, 
beggars and (he unemployed 
waich listlessly as car drivers and 
packed buses pursue their daily 
Struggle. 

"What h;*> happened to the 
immaculate whiteness of our 
towns." asked the evening news- 
paper Horizon earlier this month. 

It recalled the capital's old sob- 
riquet "Algiers the white," but 
addea that the Mediterranean 
city no longer had any right to it. 


recent press statements Mr. 
Hourani has been outspoken in 
his criticism of Gulf states' 
policies, especially their accept- 
ance to take part in a regional 
peace conference including 
Israel. 

Meanwhile the debate within 
the PLO continues. According 
to sources there are some 
senior officials who have been 
pressing for a PLO “acceptance 
of the American scenario.” 
"tPLO Chairman Yasser) Ara- 
fat is not convinced or influ- 
enced by this trend,” a well- 
placed source said. 

According to Mr. Malouh. 
the PLO objective should be to 
thwart the Ammerican objec- 
tives by presenting a clearer 
Palestinian and Arab strategy 
based on United Nations re- 
solutions. 

Palestinian sources expected 
consultations between Jordan 
and the PLO to pick up 
momentum soon. The Jordan 
Times has learned that senior 
PLO officials, from various 
groups, have been in touch with 
Mr. Masri as part of the tradi- 
tional visits during Eid . 


By a Jordan Times Staff Reporter 


AMMAN — The newly 
appointed chief editor of a 
Jordanian Arabtc-ianguage 
daily is a career-diplomat - 
tumed journalist who believes 
that there is a lot of room for 
improvement in the Jordanian 
print media towards increased 
focus on domestic issues rather 
than pan-Arab nationalist 
affaire. 

"Our newspapers have al- 
ways been preoccupied with 
issues of a pan-Arab nature at 
the expense of local issues,” 
according to Dr. Musa Keilani, 
who was formally named chief 
editor of Al Dustour in April 
after serving the publication as 
managing editor since August 
last year. "I believe that it is 
nur duty as press to prompt our 
people to turn more inwards 
and address domestic issues as 
priority." he maintains. 

“It is high time that we gave 
utmost attention to the Jorda- 
nian agenda rather than a pan- 
Arab agenda. We have to up- 
root the inhibitions built up 
-over the past 40 years and 
increase the democratic aware- 
ness of our people.” 

In conversations with friends 
and colleagues. Dr. Keilani, 
who has served as Jordan's 
ambassador to Bahrain and 
Sudan in the 1970s and early 
1980s after joining the foreign 
ministry in 1965, also makes it 
a point to defend Al Dustour 
against charges that the daily 
has been overcautious in 
approaching Jordanian inter- 
nal politics and controversial 
issues lest it might incur the 
wrath of certain political 
groups and that it also favours 
an Islamic trend. 

His arguments become more 
relevant when seen in light of 
an observation by His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince Has- 
san that Jordanian newspaper 
editors were not courageous 
enough to tackle some of the 
issues — mainly those related 
to education — in their right 
perspective. 


Dr. Keilani maintains that 
Al Dustour performed its role 
in focusing attention on what it 
as "unhealthy, unconsmictive" 
policies of the former educa- 
tion minister. "But we thought 
against overkills since it would 
have been detrimental to 
bringing out change and could 
have serious repercussions on a 
national level...” 

"Al Dustour has always 
been open to all lines of 
thoughts and ideologies, 1 ' he 
argues. "We have also fol- 
lowed a policy of extending 
evenly balanced space for rival 
thoughts and conflicting 
views." says the chief editor of 
the daily, which is seen by 
many readers as treading a 
very careful path when it com- 
es to issues related to Islamist 
groups. 

Many critics say that Al Dus- 
tour preferred to report news 
related to policy implementa- 
tion of Muslim Brotherhood 
ministers on an isolated event- 
to-event approach rather than 
presenting them in a wider 
framework of what were wide- 
ly seen as Brotherhood moves 
to institute its own brand of 
Islamic practices in the Jorda- 
nian society. 

Dr. Keilani. a leading Jorda- 
nian expert on Islamic religious 
fundamentalism in the region 
who has written extensively on 
the subject in local papers — 
including the Jordan Times in 
1984. 1985 and 1986 — be- 
lieves that the lingering Arab- 
Istaeli conflict and Israel's con- 
tinued oppression of the peo- 
ple in the occupied territories 
against "a state of Arab hel- 
plessness" have contributed 
significantly to the growth of 
fundamentalist trends in the 
Arab World. 

The former diplomat is also 
a harsh critic of “irresponsible 
behaviour of some people in 
encouraging cross-border 
attacks against Israel by ill- 
trained, scantiy-arroed teena- 
gers in the name of jihad.” 




Musa Keilani 

"What we are losing is the 
potential of our youth to be 
trained and be committed to 
the cause in a realistic way." he 
maintains. "In effect, en- 
couraging youngsters to under- 
take reckless suicidal actions is 
like cutting down sapplings be- 
fore they could grow and pro- 
duce fruits.” 

Dr. Keilani. who obtained 
his doctorate degiee in English 
literature from the University 
of Cairo, advocates a three- 
pronged approach to coverage 
of local events. "We have To 
devote ourselves to familiaris- 
ing the reader with the im- 
mediate issues of life, then 
towards increasing the aware- 
ness of democracy, political 
pluralism and fundamental 
freedoms and then to instilling 
a heightened realisation of his 
or her human rights,” he says. 

Dr. Keilani, who has also 
served as head of the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra, and Jor- 
dan Television and Radio as 
well as the Press and Publica- 
tion Department of the Minis- 
try of Information, believes 
that poverty and low living 
standards in the rural and out- 
lying regions have not been 
given the priority they deserve. 
"Also, ecological issues are of 
major importance and Al Dus- 


tour has indeed taken the !. 
iq exposing many shon c. 
ings in this respect in Jorc.:;: 
he asserts. 

Keilani says he welcome?. r .r.-- 
new set of press and pul'.’ ca- 
tion laws which are expectc.. ... 
be formalised soon. "For 
first time, the lav.- creaks 
higher council for press v.-.:r 
the inclusion of [he speaker 
the Upper House and an 
per House member, the n::r.:-.- 
ter of information and the ? 
senior-most judges in the ! - 
dom." he said. "The very pre- 
sence of the judges ir 
council will be very much : en- 
suring to journalists that t'.':.. 
rights would be protected \ i.r- 
in the framework of law. - ;■<. 
explained. 

Also, he says, the new !;.v 
acknowledges the status 
journalists of those Jordai - :-..'*:- 
who have experience with .'n.- 
media outside Jordan. ' Za r - 
licr. only those with experience 
in the local media were ack- 
nowledged as journalists ir: 
Jordanian definition of the 
profession.” he said. 

According to Dr. Keiii": 
the licensing of new newspAp- 
ers and magazines under r'.:c 
fresh set of regulations will 
contribute to bringing abo-t ?. 
"healthier media atmosphere 
in Jordan.” At the same time, 
he argues that there is also 
plenty of room for such pub- 
lications in Jordan and their 
emergence and readership will 
not be at the expense of the 
already established newspap- 
ers in the country. 

"The circulation and re - 

ership of new publication* 
be limited," he predicts in l 
direct reference to the exp.- j. 
tion that new newspapers »• Z 
magazines will be publisher, s; 
various political group:-*;:. 
“For wider and broader ns a a 
coverage, the average resder 
will always rum *.o his or her 
regular daily — Al Ra‘i. -'.* 
Dustour or Sawr Al Shaab ^ 
the case may be.” he assert. 


Jordan denies violating sanctions Israel ‘can do without 

irontimicd from naee 1) Mr. Badran said about 6.000 to (Continued from page 1) anyone shou 


(Continued from page 1) 

he said. 

Dr. Badran also said Jordan 
may pay more in the future for 
bargain Iraqi oil it receives in 
repayment of debt. 

"It is not certain we will con- 
tinue to pay the price we have 
been paying,” Dr. Badran told 
Reuters. "I don't know as a 
maner of fact what kind of dis- 
count we can get." 

He said the two countries were 
not currently negotiating a new 
deal bur he assumed that the 
price of the crude oil imports 
might be pegged somewhere be- 
tween the $16 a barrel Jordan had 
been paying and the higher spot 
price — now hovering at about 
$20 a barrel. 

Baghdad has been supplying 
Jordan with oil at below-markei 
prices to repay hundreds of mil- 
lions of dollars in debt incurred 
during the Iran- Iraq war. No 
money has changed hands. 

Jordan has resumed full im- 
ports of Iraqi oil after supplies 
were halted by the Gulf war and 
anti-governmentr rebellions in 
Iraq. 


Mr. Badran said about 6,000 to 
7.000 tonnes a day were being 
trucked to Jordan, enough for its 
daily needs. 

He did not say why Amman 
and Baghdad would renegotiate 
the price of oil. 

USISI adds: In Washington 
State Department spokesman 
Richard Boucher was asked ab- 
out the Observer report. Mr. 
Boucher noted that “the 
announced policy of the govern- 
ment of Jordan has been to 
adhere to the U.N. sanctions 
against Iraq." 

"We've not seen the document 
that's cited by the Observer, so 
it’s difficult to provide any sort of 
detailed comment.” he added. 

However, he pointed out that 
"the figures that they die for 
trade between April 1990 and 
April 1991 include a period, 
which is April to July 1990, in 
which sanctions did not apply." 

Mr. Boucher said it was also 
not dear what types of trade were 
included in the figures nor 
whether the implementation of 
the reported trade pact was de- 
pended on a relaxation of sanc- 
tions. 


settling the Israeli-occupied West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, with a 
difficult choice. 

About 100,000 Jews live in 
heavily fortified enclaves among 
1.75 million Palestinians in revolt 
in the occupied territories. Mr. 
Shamir’s government, the most 
right-wing in Israeli history, says 
the settlements are vital to 
"security” and based on "Biblical 
rights." 

The United States, working to 
broker Arab- Israeli peace talks, 
has condemned the settlements as 
an obstacle to peace and Presi- 
dent George Bush has said they 
could jeopardise U.S. aid. 

Mr. Modai, like Mr. Shamir, 
insisted there should be no con- 
nection between the controversial 
settlement issue and what he 
views as humanitarian aid for 
bringing Soviet Jews to Israel. 

Asked if Israel might be flexi- 
ble about its settlement policy. 
Mr. Modai replied: “Why don't 
you ask openly .. wouldn’t Israel 
give up, sell territories? My 
answer is no. No." 

"We're a stiff-necked people. If 


anyone should forget that. I ic'gsi: 
they re-rssd the~BibIe," h? J. 

Id another development 
opposition leader Shimon ?cre< 
said Tuesday Israel has damage-; 
its world image by disclosing 
soldiers pose as Arabs to - he 
Palestinian uprising in the c co- 
pied territories. 

Israel Radio broadcast i:is re- 
marks just before the new irm 
chief. Lieutenant-General Ehu_ 
Barak, appeared in parliament to 
defend his decision to air a :eLe vi- 
sion report on the secret ur.::s li*: 
Friday. 

"It wasn't as fully considered 
it should have been because 
maybe it will have a positive 
effect upon the terrorists and 
terror but it has had a negative 
effect upon the image of Israel 
abroad.” said Mr. Peres, whe 
leads the Labour Party. 

"Probably if it would be rr.y 
decision, I wouldn't do it.” sure 
Mr. Peres, a former prime minis- 
ter and defence minister. 

Journalists, soldiers and 
Palestinians have known of the 
undercover squads for years out 
Israeli military censors barred re- 
ports of their activities. 
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Ar exclusive gift shopV, 

7 Italian shoes, \\ 
leather goods, 
perfumes fighters , 
watches, pens, 
silverware, 
porcelain, 
crystalware etc. 


Shmeisani - Grind lays Bank Bldg. 
Tel. 669 457 


STUDIO HAIG 

Professional Quality in 
1 Hour Servicb 
Develop your colour film at 
our shop and ger:- 

* JUMBO photo 
size 30% Utrgmr 

* Free enlarge- 
ment 20 x 30 cm 

Shmeisani - Opp. Gnndlays 
Bank. Phone: 604042 
Swefieh cel: 823891 


RENT 

Saudi Real Estate 



Furnished & unfurnished 
apartments & villas for rent 
in West Amman area. 


CALL SOHA 
Rental Dept 687821/22 


CROWN 
INT’L EST. 

Packing, shipping, 
forwarding, storage, 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air. Sea and Land 
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Tel: 664090 
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colorful atmosphere 
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' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
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Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbequefor 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 818214 

Come and taste our 
specialities 

Open daily 12:00-3:30 
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s. 6:30- Midnight / 
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AustraLia 
Insurance Services 


A Unkp»'AustraUanExp*ri0nce 
In Jordan. 


All Types Of Insurance: 

• MOTOfl •MEDICAL 

• HOUSEHOLD •CARGO 

•FIRE •TRAVEL COUPON 

» PERSONAL ACCIDENT • ENGINEERING 


Jabal Amman = First Circle 
Te!:6l0948 Fax: 612948 
TJx: 27644 AUSTI JO. 


The First Class Hotel ih 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 
room~l 


IIAJMTEL 
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Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
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Expatriates and 
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Sanchez 
as play 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 


WIMBLEDON, England (AP) 
— Arantxa Sanchez Vicario and 
Mary Joe Fernandez eased to 
straight-set victories at Wimble- 
don as play finally began Tuesday 
under threatening skies. 

Fourth seed Sanchez Vicario, a 
clay-court specialist whose impro- 
ving play on grass has made her a 
dark horse contender this year, 
defeated Barbara Rittner 6-1, 6-2 
as the tournament got under way 
a day behind schedule. 

Fernandez, the fifth seed, had 
to work a little harder to elimin- 
ate qualifier Petra Kamstra 6-2, 
6-4. Also advancing was 16th 
seed Judith Wiesner, who defe- 
ated American Halle Cioffi 6-1, 
6 - 2 . 

Sanchez Vicario toyed with 
Rittner for much of the match, 
mixing sharp volleys, lobs and 
drop shots to keep the German 
off balance. The Spaniard did not 
lose a point on her serve in the 
first set and ran off 14 straight 
points in one stretch. 

A light mist fell during the 
second set of the match and gray 
skies covered Wimbledon. 
Weather forecasters said rain was 
expected for much of the day and 
that periodic showers were prob- 
able through at least Thursday. 

Slippery conditions on one 
court prevented 1990 finalist Zina 
Garrison from beginning her 
match against Sara Gomer of 
Britain. 

Rain wiped out all 66 sche- 
duled matches Monday, the fifth 
time a Wimbledon opening day 
has been washed out. It was the 
26th day completely rained out 
since Wimbledon began in 1877. 


Vicario, Fernandez win 
at Wimbledon 



Arantxa Sanchez Vicario 

Fans were subjected to hours 
of rain and a bomb scare Mon- 
day. and did not even get a 
refund. 

The fans, some of whom 
camped out overnight and then 
paid up to S26 a ticket, huddled 
under umbrellas all afternoon 
Monday. As dusk fell, they were 
ushered off centre court while 
authorities examined a suspicious 
package that proved to be harm- 
less. 

But the person who lost the 
most money Monday at Wimble- 
don was Monica Seles. 

Gerry Smith, executive direc- 
tor of the Women's Tennis Asso- 
ciation (WTA), said the top- 
ranked Seles will be fined $6,000 
for her late withdrawal from 
Wimbledon. 

Smith said WTA officials still 
do not know the exact nature of 


the injury that forced Seles to 
drop out last Friday. He said her 
agent. International Management 
Group (IMG), has been asked for 
a medical certificate specifying 
the problem. 

USA Today, a daily newspap- 
er. reported Tuesday that Dr. 
Richard Steadman, an orthopaedic 
surgeon, treated Seles in Vail, 
Colorado, last week. Steadman, 
who performed arthroscopic knee 
surgery on Martina Navratilova 
last fall, specialises in sports in- 
juries and has been the U.S. ski 
team physician for 17 yean. 

Steadman did not give any de- 
tails on Seles’ injury. 

"[ would like people to find 
out, but at her request I am to 
release no information." Stead- 
man told the newspaper. Asked 
about the possibility that Seles 
could play again in three weeks. 


Steadman said: “I don't disagree 
with that.” 

The San Diego Union news- 
paper reported Tuesday that 
Seles has informed organisers of 
the Mazda Tennis Classic in San 
Diego that she expects to com- 
pete in the tournament beginning 
on July 29. 

And IMG was quoted as sating 
Seles will return to tennis for the 
pathmark classic in New Jersey 
that starts on July 15. 

"They said there was no doubi 
she will come here," John Korff. 
the toumamenr's promoter, told 
the record of Hackensack. New 
Jersey. "They told me she has a 
mild stress fracture in her shin.” 

The New Jersey tournament is 
not part of the regular women's 
tour and does not count in the 
world rankings. 


New Zealand rally 
attracts top drivers 


AUCKLAND. New Zealand (R) 
— The New Zealand rally has 
attracted its strongest field for 
several years as the top drivers 
seek valuable points in the inten- 
sifying battle for the world cham- 
pionship. 

The rally, which begins 
Wednesday, has been a low-key 
affair since losing its status as a 
round of the manufacturers' 
championship in 2986. 

But this year the leading three 
drivers in the championship 
standings, reigning champion 
Carlos Sainz of Spain in a Toyota, 
and Lauda’s Juha Kankkunen of 
Finland and Didier Auriol of 
France, ail persuaded their teams 
to make the long journey. 

Sainz took his opposition by 
surprise last year when he en- 
tered the New Zealand rally at 
the last moment. 

He won the event from a re- 
latively weak field and went on to 
take the world tide, but this year 
Lancia are not allowing the Spa- 
niard easy points. 

Traditionally the big factory- 
backed teams have concentrated 
on rallies counting for the manu- 
facturers* tide and ignored some 
drivers’ championship events like 
New Zealand. 


“The manufacturers’ cham- 
pionship is always important but 
the drivers’ championship is also 
very important,” twice world 
champion Kankkunen said Tues- 
day. 

After winning the recent Acro- 
polis rally, Kankkunen has 58 
points, 17 behind Sainz and 16 
ahead of Auriol. 

The rally covers 2,000 
kilometres over mainly gravel 
roads in the northern half of the 
north island. 

Sainz’s experience last year will 
ixk give him a significant advan- 
tage because two thirds of the 
route have been changed to make 
it faster. 

Another former work! cham- 
pion competing this year is Finn 
Markku Aleo, driving a Subaru, 
who is seventh in the cham- 
pionship. 

Mazda have entered two fac- 
tory cars, the new 323 GTX 
model, one from its European 
team for Swede Ingvar Carios- 
son, the 1989 New Zealand win- 
ner, and one fro m its Pacific team 
for American-based New Zealan- 
der, Rod WDlen. 

The rally opens with a single 
stage in Auckland Wednesday 
night and finishes in Auckland 
Sundav. 


T races — a hell or heaven on wheels 


DOUGLAS. Isle Of Man, fRj — 
To the casual observer it sounds 
like hell on wheels — a motorcy- 
cle race in which young men can 
meet their deaths by slamming 
into runaway horses at 200 
KPH. 

But for hard-bitten bikers, the 
annual Isle of Man Tourist Tro- 
phy (TT) races are the next best 
thing to heaven. 

Exotic bikes crowd the Doug- 
las sea front, heavy rock music 
throbs out of pubs and res- 
taurants offer topless stage shows 
and fill-your-face eating contests 
for hungry visitors. 

But a darker side is there be- 
hind the beer and merriment. 

In the first week alone of this 
year's meeting, four riders died 
on the mountainous island cir- 
cuit. bringing the overall tally in 
the 84 years since the races 
started to 160 competitors. 

"This has got to be the worst 
possible advertisement for motor- 
cycling,” admitted one enthusiast 
last week. 

Such comments do not go 
down well on the island, which 
likes to see itself as the spiritual 
home of the sport. 

"They’re heroes, aren’t they.” 
observed one local. "They’re the 
real men, the ones who race for 
love, not money.” 

Death and destruction are ab- 
sent from official publications 
and organisers are defensive ab- 
out safety standards. 

"Everybody is very guarded 
about it over here. You do not 
criticise the TT. It’s an act of 
faith,” said one resident. 

"To manx people, this is the 


veiy breath of life. The TT is one 
of the few things the island is 
truly famous for." 

Critics say it is an anachronism, 
a sporting dinosaur, which would 
probably have been banned by 
now were it staged anywhere else 
but this small, autonomous is- 
land. 

For an event run on public 
roads between stone walls, with 
telegraph posts and iron railings 
among other potentially fatal 
hazards, the financial rewards are 
largely insignificant. 

The physical risks are infinite. 

"You're never going to make 
this place safe, whatever you do," 
said 1990 Formula One TT win- 
ner Carl Fogarty. 

-Frightened farm animals can 
run out onto the uneven road and 
riders are often struck by low- 
flying sea birds. A badly-posi- 
tioned manhole cover can turn 
into a mankiller. 

The Grand Prix stars shun the 
two-week festival as too danger- 
ous — the slightest mechanical 
failure can kill — but no amount 
of warnings can keep the TT 
devotees away. 

Even spectators here seem to 
have a death wish — several 
crossing the open road during the 
race last week. But the riders 
know the risks and are willing to 
take them. 

“It’s such a great atmosphere,” 
said Steve Hisfop, who smashed 
his own lap record on his way to 
winning the opening Formula 
One race in the fastest time ever. 

"It was my dream to start 
racing here.” 

Some even combine the TT 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H1R5CH 
eiMQ Tnbuna Madia Sanricas. toe. 


SELECT WITH CARE 


East- West vulnerable. North deals. 

NORTH 

* 4 4 

•? 7 

Q J 10 5 

* AKQ752 

WEST EAST 

#75 4 K 10 9 8 

70 J 104 7 K 9 6 5 3 2 

A 7 3 : 8 6 2 

*4 9 63 * Void 

SOUTH 

* A Q 63 2 
7 A 8 

v K 9 4 

* 10 8 4 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

2 * Pass 3 NT Pass 


Opening lead: Queen of 7 

What are the qualities that sepa- 
rata an expert from an average 
bridge player? There are many, but 
perhaps the most important is to 
instinctively recognize certain card 
combinations and to make the right 
play automatically. This hand from 
a match between a top-ranked 
ip»m and one of relative newcomers 
highlights the difference. 

The bidding and opening lead 
were identical at the two tables. 
With a full opening bid opposite a 
hand that opened, both Souths 
made a beeline for the obvious game 
at their second turn. 


The opening lead hit declarer’s 
weak spot, so both had to take their 
tricks quickly. At one table declarer 
led the four of clubs to the queen, 

and East's diamond discard was a 
rude shock. Short of entries to hand, 
declarer fin essed the queen of 
spades successfully and led the ten 
of dubs. West covered, declarer won 
in dummy and returned to hand 
with the ace of spades to lead the 
eight of chibs. This time West 
ducked and, although the eight won 
and the dubs were now good, declar- 
er had no entry to dummy to run the 
suit and could come to only six 
tricks— down three. 

Without giving the matter any 
thought, the expert declarer led the 
ten of clubs to dummy’s queen at 
trick two, an unblocking play that 
couldn't cost and might prove neces- 
sary. When West showed out, de- 
clarer still needed a winning spade 
finesse for the contract, but no 
more. When the queen of spades 
won. South continued with the eight 
of clubs, covered by the nine and 
taken by the king. Declarer returned 
to hand with the ace of spades to 
lead the four of dubs and take 
marked finesse of the seven. Here 
declarer was able to take six dub 
tricks, two spades and a heart for 
nine tricks — all he had contracted 
to make. 


with their honeymoons while 
others bring their wives and chil- 
dren to watch them race. 

"It's just great, such a good 
feeling. I think the benefits, the 
thrills are worth it.” said woman 
racer liz Shiner. 

The two faces of the world's 
most dangerous and demanding 
road races can perhaps be best 
considered after a short walk up 
Glencrutchery Road to the TT 
start and finish line. 

The grandstand, the pits and 
the paddock busy with bikes and 
men and women in oil-stained 
leathers are on one side. 

Opposite, behind an old and 
complicated race leaderboard 
operated by local boy scouts { is 
Douglas Cemetery and the graves 
of some of the racers who never 
completed that final lap. 

"Its a bad joke but I don't 
think they see that side,” says 
journalist Teny- Cringle who 
started compiling his own a list of 
fatalities in the late 1960s despite 
local disapproval. 

“You either do it (the TT) or 
you don’t. If yoo do it then you 
are committed all the way and 


you have no doubts." 

Irishman Frank Duffy was one 
such committed character. 

A friend of Hislop. who 
showed him around on his debui 
here last year, hecould not wait to 
come back this June. 

Riding a 125CC bike, he 
crashed during practice at Ker- 
rowmoar one Thursday and died 
later. Hislop was on the course on 
the same day bur did not realise 
what had happened. 

"I came upon rhe accident and 
I thought ‘Oh, somebody's fallen 
off and thought no more about it 
until I got home and my girlfriend 
said ‘there’s been another 
death, he said. 

Hislop. 29, says the danger 
does get to him. “It's scary with 
all the obstacles ... It plays on 
your mind." 

But he also loves the TT and is 
a strong supporter of its exist- 
ence. 

"Even a 50CC bike can get you 
killed.’’ says Hislop, whose 
brother Gary died on a bike. 
“You can get killed falling off a 
horse.” 


SPORTS NEWS IN BRIEF 


Replay of Dutch cup final fixed 

AMSTERDAM (R) — The disputed second half of the Dutch 
cup final between Feyenoord Rotterdam and BW Den Bosch 
will be replayed Sunday in Nijmegen without spectators, a Dutch 
Soccer Union (KNVB) spokesman said Tuesday. The replay was 
ordered by a court Monday at the request of Den Bosch, who lost 
the June 2 final 1-0. Feyenoord fans Invaded tbe pitch with seven 
minutes left, ending the match prematurely. Feyenoord will start 
the 45-minute encounter 1-0 up. Their original winning goal was 
scored in the first half. The KNVB’s main concern was meeting 
the June 30 deadline for entries for next season's European Cup 
Winners' Cup. 

Stojkovic joins promoted Verona 

VERONA (R) — European Cup finalists Marseille have sold 
unsettled Yugoslav international Dragan Stojkovic to newly- 
promoted Italian first division side Verona. Midfielder Stojkovic, 
26. moved to the French champions after Iasi year’s World Cup 
finals but was out of action through injury for most of a 
disappointing season at Marseille. A spokesman at Verona said 
Tuesday the club had paid about 8.5 billion lire (S6.S million) for 
Stojkovic. who was substitute in Marseille's European Cup final 
defeat by bis former club. Red Star Belgrade. Verona, champions 
in 1985. won immediate promotion back to the first division after 
being relegated last season. 

Astronaut to light student games flame 

SHEFFIELD (R) — Helen S harm an. Britain's first astronaut, 
will light the flame at the opening ceremony of the world student 
games in her home city of Sheffield next month. Sbarman, who 
orbited the earth 125 times during her eight-day mission to the 
Soviet space station Mir last month, will receive a torch carried 
halfway around the world by students since being lit at the winter 
student games in Japan in March. Sharman. 28. a former food 
scientist who was chosen for the space mission from 13.000 
applicants, will also be given the freedom of the city where she 
went to school and university. Helen Sharman 's achievement is 
unique. She represents the very best of British and Sheffield’s 
youth, said city council leader Clive Betts Tuesday. The games 
run from July 14-25. 
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COMMON 
CAUSE OF 
SHOULDER PAIN 
IS INACTIVITY 
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DEFINITELY. 
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Mutt'n'Jeff 


G&. IS THERE ANVj 
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FORECAST FOR WEDNESDAY 

By Thomas S. Pierson, Astrologer , ; C^i^gtiter 


GENERAL TENDENCIES: The 
Full Moon in Capricorn brings a 
fresh new attitude about cooperat- 
ing and new conditions yemr efforts 
towanb new conditio and perea- 
n gKfi^ that you have been resear- ■ 
dung. . 

ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
You can getall of those obligations ■ 
now attended to whether they be 
of a persona? or business nature so 
lose no time but get busy without 
delay. 

TAURUS: (Aprfl 20 to May 20) . 
Now you have all loads of oppor- 
tunity to come to a new under- 
standing with an. partners if you 
and they win just give and take a 
little. 

GEMINI: (May 21 .to. June 21) 
Your need for more efficiency in 
whatever you have to do ts fine 
now for a0 you have to do is to 
carry through with the ideas that 
you have tboughtout before this. 

MOON C HILDREN : (June 22 to 
July 21) A day to have much 
pleasure and happiness after you 
have quickly completed the work 
facing you so make .appointment*! 
early for fun later. 

LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Your 
residence needs a number of im- 
provements made for more har- 
mony there and you can get it now 
by a manner in which you do acr 
whb special tact. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to September 
22) Whatever you have in mind 


dtat-ribies regime yfio; to coomnxait- 
cate and make contact with others 
now is grttt. so .be sore, to slww 
your interest in aU others. . 

LIBRA: (Septe»bw23to'6aober 
~22) You fed the need for more : 
money or possessions aid it. niyocr 
momentto focus your tim e - and 
jrour /'attdirion. upon , increasing 
wfan you own-' . - -- • 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to Novem- 
. ber 21 ) have the yto, vftaHty ' 

a nd vigor now to go after whai you 
want of a'persooal nature jsxL to 
get it with far more esse,-fac£ty 
than usually. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 to ~ 
December 21) Yoo are a^bom 
" txtravert and. can project well but 
now you need to get off .and to 
iavestigme and to find out what 
answers you need- . . 

CAPRICORN: (December .22 to . 
January 20) There area ritmiber of 
good friends who wffi do. pretty, 
much whatever you wish them to 
do so pot yourself in' a good; fight 
socially and make headway/ . 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to Febru- 
ary 19) Thmkoutwhai is meant by 
an official who' tefls you what to do 
but what you- do -not understand 
. and need clarification before acting 
thereon. ; 

PISCES: (February 2ft to March 
20) Many new ideas flash through 
your consddusness that show you 
how to get ahead and get the; things 
you want and to develop in know- 
ledge ako.. 


THE BETTER HALE 


By Harris 



“Stanley never forgets my birthday. 
He sends me a card every week 
just to play it safe.” 


| THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Henri Arnold and Bob Lea 


Unscramble these lour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


□ 

rUNYT 





<VH.eWkh«i« 

DRAUF 


n 


mm 


Gi 

OTSDYj 



□ 


mm 


s 

HAGAT 



QJ 



THAT PIGPEN 
WAG A POSITIVE 
EVES ORE — OR 
ICOUlPn" BE THfS? 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
farm the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Yesterday's 


Print answer here: Q “ [ J X j ” 
(Answers tomonrowj 

Jumbles: LOOSE WAGON ORIOLE HOTBH5 
Answer. He didn't know when to stop until he was told 
this— WHERE TO GO 


THE Daily Crossword *«««». 


Canine 


ACROSS 
T Smalt talk 
5 Chimed 
9 Sampras of 
. terms 

14 Houston SCtiOOl 
19 Lamb 

16 Identical 

17 Author BagnoW 

18 “ — Banders” 

19 Carnegie 
fortune's source 

20 Augment 

21 Jury 

22 Spiced dnnk 

23 Wild horse 
25 Furnace 

27 Secreted 

28 Mast 

29 Philosopher — 
me 

32 Essential oil 
35 "The Red Pony" 
author 

37 Cereal 

38 Sticker 

39 CoQittlge 

40 Cowboys 

42 Overbearing 

43 Eventually 

44 Lively dance 

45 — Jones 
averages 

46 Check 

47 Bway and 
mates 

51 Showery month 
54 727 s parking 
place 

56 Screecher 

57 Newman film 

58 City on the 
Dnieper 

59 Game fish 

60 Fir Irurt 

61 Cigar end 

62 Cartel letters 

63 Genevan 

64 Expletive 

65 Frtnge benefit 

DOWN 

1 Yeflowish-wtnte 
Sindian 

3 Chemical 
substances 

4 Danson 



« 1 W 1 IronMU 
<si HynMnmd 


5 Send back 

6 Onward 

7 Mean, feeder 

8 Speedy horses 

9 Pari of a horse's 
loot 

10 John 

11 Bound 

12 — out (made 
do) 

13 Bank 

21 Twosome 

24 Show gratitude 
26 Futite 

28 Ottoman 

25 Wreathes 

30 Simulates 

31 Perrmss&le 

32 Columnist 

33 Staunch 

34 Deficacy 
35WM»e 
36 Fry 

38 Clothes or shoe 
41 Ingenuous 
42Bto8s»g 
45 Herds 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnoHD qcihg herb 
oonara nninn ranoo 
BOHBnnQcinn rbdb 

hqh onan nciEnnc 
nnon nciso 
□nRiao fnnnnnnnn 

BnOBD CORD ORncl 

nnofl HDnnn noun 
nnmn nenn mnriMn 
□RGnmanm snenn 
oorg Bonn 
nnmronm nnnm Bnn 
nninB nnoBorDonfin 
nnno mnoin mnnon 
rrinco nnnn nn bob 




4 


46 EE and EJEE 

47 '90 batting 
champ 

48 Carriage 

49 Proprietor 

50 Nagbgem 


51 Kindergarten 
stuff 

52 Farm Item 

53 Indian queen 

55 Arab bread 
59 Better 


-J * 




















conomy 


Scandal prompts Kaifu 
to request more controls 

over securities industry 


TOKYO (AP) — Prime Minister 
Toshiki Kaifu told his finance 
minister Tuesday to deal sternly 
with the scandal tarnishing 
Japan's brokerage bouses. 

Japan's “big four" brokerages 
face accusations of compensating 
wealthy diems for investment 
losses, ipanjpulatiog stock price, 
dealing with gangsters and failing 
to report taxable transactions. 

The finance ministry, which is 
widely viewed as being coo cozy 
with the securities bouses it over- 
sees, has come under increasing 
fire as allegations of misconduct 
in the industry fate up. 

At a meeting Tuesday to hear a 
report on the deepening scandal. 
Mr. Kaifu instructed Finance 
Minister Ryutaro Hashimoto to 
tighten controls over the secur- 
ities industry, according to a 
ministry official who spoke on 
condition of anonymity. 

Ministry spokesman Mitsuru 
Hasegawa said punitive action, 
such as a temporary suspension 
of operations, was under consid- 
eration for Nomura Securities 
Co., the world’s largest broker- 
age firm, and Nikko Securities 
Co., which are at the centre of 
the controversy. 

“It is truly regrettable and 1 
personally feel miserable," Mr. 
Hashimoto, a strong contender to 
be Japan’s next prime minister , 
was quoted as saying by the raass- 
drculation Asahi Shimbun news- 
paper. 
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Centra; Bank of Jordan Eechange Rate Bulletin 

Date: 

Currency Sid P 

t:.S. Dollar [ mC St ” 

Sterling Puund 1.1135 J 

Deutsche Mark .5iC£ } 

Swiss Franc j .4434 j 

French Franc | -‘'-5 1 

Japanese Yen ! 

Dutch Guilder j ,3595 

Swedish Krona ! ■ 1 

1 ■ 

Italian Lira' : j .05 14 

Belgian .Franc | .01556 

Prr IM 

Other Currencies Date: 


Currency 


Bahraini Dinar 


Lebanese Lira 1 ' 


Saudi RiyaJ 


Kuwaiti Dinar 


Qatari Rif al 


Egyptian Pound 


Omani Riyal 


UAE Dirham 


Greek Drachma 


Cypriot Pound 


Cl’ r 3, 


Bid 

Offer 

[ .cSfr 

.-SS 

J. JJ?5 


.3s:s 

.3647 

j .4434 

. vt r 

1 . i ::s 

i 

.113! 

1 .jm; 

.4913 

1 .35*$ 

.341 5 

] .;o5<? 

.10t4 

j .0314 

.0317 

j .01456 

.01465 


M'* 91 


Offer 



. 3400 


1.3900 


.3600 


1.4200 


LONDON EXCHANCE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling rates for 
leading world currencies and gold against the dollar at midsession 
on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets Tuesday. 


One Sterling 
One U.S. dollar 


One ounce of gold 


"Cinema 


1.6315/25 

1.1420/25 

1.7922/32 

2.0215/25 

1.5493/5500 

36.95/99 

6.0900/50 

1334/1335 

138.65/75 

6.4810/60 

6.9930/80 

6.9200/S0 

363 .05/363.55 


U.S. dollar 
Canadian dollar 
Deutscbemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese yen 
Swedish crowns 
Norwegian c ro wns 
Danish crowns 
U.S. dollars 
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New Indian finance minister Japan uses double 
pledges far-reaching reforms to close Gulf aid o; 


Toshiki Kaifu 

Despite the tough talk, it is not 
yet dear how aggressive the gov- 
ernment will be. Only two yean 
ago, the ministry warned two 
Japanese brokerages to stop 
offering clients compensation, 
but analysts say such action re- 
mained widespread. 

Small investors who feel they 
are treated unfairly by the secur- 
ities bouses also believe little will 
be done to change the question- 
able practices. 

Some commentators also note 
that the finance ministry and 
brokerages traditionally have 
close ties, in part because officials 
often leave government to accept 
lucrative jobs in the security 
bouses. 


NEW DELHI (R) — New Fi- 
nance Minister Manmohan Singh 
said Tuesday he would initiate 
far-reaching changes to help In- 
dia overcome its worst economic 
crisis. 

"A crisis is also an opportunity, 
and J am going to use this crisis to 
begin a process of structural 
change," Mr. Singh told his first 
news conference a day after tak- 
ing office. 

Nothing would be regarded as 
sacred, he said, including decades 
of commitment to a huge public 
sector, bureaucratic controls and 
the general exclusion of multina- 
tionals. 

"1 do not think we will be 
swayed by any ideological hang- 
up of the past," the former cen- 
tral bank chief said. 

“The world has changed 
beyond recognition. We in this 
country have to wake up to the 
harsh new reality of this change," 
he stressed. 

Mr. Singh declined to give any 
details of how he would start 
creating what he called an effi- 
cient and internationally competi- 
tive economy. 

But he said India, one of the 


developing world’s biggest de- 
btors, would not default on the 
$70 billion it owes overseas, espe- 
cially the S4 billion of short-term 
debt it was fighting to maintain. 

"I have set in motion a process 
in which all decisions necessary to 
maintain confidence in our eco- 
nomy, to reassure the world that 
India is a viable entity, has be- 
gun," he said. 

"I am confident we are not 
going down the drain. This coun- 
try will not renege on its interna- 
tional commitments," be empha- 
sised. 

He said the new government 


dangerous,” were over. 

“I believe we can do business 
with multinationals." he said but 
would not say on what terms they 
would be allowed in. 

Foreign investment, which 
totalled a minuscule COO million 
last year, has to wend its way 
through a dense bureaucratic 
maze that can take years to pene- 
trate. 

“We will remove excessive 
burcaucraiisation and delays as 
fast as we can,” Mr. Singh said. 

Similar aspects of wbat Indians 
call the "licence raj." which gives 
bureaucrats dominant control of 


TOKYO (Rj — Japan has de- they have argued with U.S. offi- 
dded to pay about $500 million cials that Washington reaped 
to cover foreign exchange loses windfall currency profits on a 
on its Gulf aid package but will separate Japanese Gulf contribu- 


gjve Japanese taxpayers a diffe- 
rent reason for the extra funds, 
government sources say. 

Tbev said in interviews this 


tion of $3.9 billion last year when 
the yen was firmer against the 
dollar. 

All the $9 billion has now been 


week that Japan would tell handed over to the Gulf Coop- 
Washington the funds were to erabon Council which collected 


would continue negotiations for industry, would be removed in- 
India's second $2 billion loan this lemallv, Mr. Singh said, 
year from the International "We will look at all existing 
Monetary Fund (IMF) to prop up controls that come in the way of 


foreign exchange reserves cover- the exercise of creativity." he 
ing less than a month of imports, said. 

He repeated new Prime Minis- Mr. Singh would no: say to 
ter P.V. Narasimha Rao's prom- what extent he would allow priva- 
te that India would open its lisation of the sprawling public 
doors to foreign investment and sector. 

make it a "rewarding experi- "If the public sector works, 
ence." that is our first preference. If die 


'rewarding experi- 


"If the public sector works, 
that is our first preference. If die 


Mr. Singh said the days in public sector cannot deliver, we 
which India regarded multina- must look at all other options 
bona! companies as "immoral, with an open mind," he said. 


Soviet bank loans exceed 
budget by 21 billion roubles 


end a dispute over foreign ex- 
change losses in the 1.17 trillion 
yen Gulf package. 

The package was worth S9 bil- 
lion when it was announced in 
January, but by the rime it was 
handed over in March the yen 
had weakened against the dollar. 
At current exchange rates it is 
worth about $8.5 billion. 

The sources said the govern- 
ment would tell its taxpayers that 
the payment was a contribution 
to the post-Gulf war world. This 
would avoid the appearance that 
Tokyohad given in to L'.S. press- 
ures. 

“Japan will pay out this sum 
only in the form of fresh aid to 
support post- Gulf war peace 
efforts." said one government 
source. 

“Anything under the name of 
'currency gap payments* would 
be unacceptable because the 
Japanese budget is approved and 
allocated in yen." he stressed. 

Foreign ministry officials say 


international aid for the U.S. -led 
campaign which ousted Iraq from 
Kuwait. 


A Japanese government source ^ 
said Tokyo and Washington were spending 
trying to dose the currency gap ^ 
"quiedy" so that bilateral ties The re« 
would not be harmed. It was “ on yen (I 
hoped to settle the issue before °f th* Esc 
Prime Minister Toshiki Kaifu met accounted 


men: fences iq ^ 

Mr. Hashimoto D Ending, 
as a rain conterv* w ’ 1dc, y *«n 
Mr. Kaifu as mi ml -J 
his term expires Tn^Or- -Hf 
One govenwiem 
*■ S50 ° 
probably come rratfi th :: 
reserve .=und. which wiijS tfSiSSs? 
the finance ministry Wiifc 
headaches. - farther 

Ministry officials ^ 
serve fund, for the ci !r r. l ^ e rc “ 
v-car was die smallest foTlY ----- 
as the goverrmen, 1 


U.S. President George Bush on overall budget against n 
r,.i.. ii in rk» t Or.,,. cent in 1 991.* 


July 11 in the United States. 

Mr. Kaifu announced last 
month that Japan was prepared 
to address Washington’s demands 
that Tokyo pay the full S9 billion. 

Finance Minister Ryutaro 
Hashimoto had until then repe- 
atedly denied Japan planned :o 
make up for exchange rate fluc- 
tuations. 

The sources stud Mr. Hashimo- 
to, as the man responsible for 
Japan's fiscal management, could 
not acknowledge Japan would 
pay out more money when his 
ministry was urging other govem- 
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MOSCOW (Agencies) — Soviet 
officials have discovered that the 
country's banks exceeded their 
officially regulated lending 
targets by billions of roubles last 
year, according to the reformist 
daily Izvestia. 

"In 1990, 21 billion roubles of 
credit resources were allocated 
above the amount planned by 
parliament and the country’s 
leaders," Izvestia said. 

At the official commercial rate, 
regarded by many economists as 
artificially inflated, the excess 
loans involved S12.6 billion. 

In an article headlined "Spare 
billions were injected into the 
economy and nobody knew," 
Izvestia said the Soviet central 
bank (Gosbank) did not discover 
the error until the end of the first 
quarter of 1991. 

The Soviet banking system still 
runs on carbon paper, not com- 
puters. As a result, it took Gos- 
bank several months to process 
documents showing loans ex- 


ceeded budget allocations. 

The newspaper suggested that 
the Soviet Union's new commer- 
cial banks were to blame for the 
excess loans. 

"If old banks gave money on 
the basis of credit plans sent to 
them by higher authorities there 
could not be any overspending. 
But commercial banks are direct- 
ly interested in increasing their 
turnover because they can earn 
much more money by getting 
interest on every credit alloca- 
tion." it said. 

Despite the problems, Izvestia 
said the Soviet Union should 
continue crying efforts to reform its 
banking system. 

It also called for greater coor- 
dination between the Kremlin 
and republics on monetary issues. 

Of the 21 billion roubles issued 
in excess loans, 15 billion roubles 
were granted by banks in the 
Russian Republic, it said. 

“Each republic thinks it is 
possible and even profitable to 


WORLD STOCK MARKETS 

TOKYO — Tokyo stocks shrugged off brokerage scandals and 
New Yorks’s overnight dive to dose at the day’s highs. After a 
sharp opening plunge, firm downside resistance and the lack of 
new developments in the scandals encouraged bargain-hunting. 
The Nikkei average rose 141.9 points to close at 23,907.42. 

SYDNEY — Australian shares rebounded off early falls to close 
slightly lower in thin trade. The Ail-Ordinaries dosed down 3.4 
points at 1,499.8. 

HONG KONG — Hong Kong stocks, yanked lower in early 
trading by steep losses in New York, shot to a strong finish. The 
Hang Seng index jumped 34.72 points to 3,604.26. 
SINGAPORE — Tokyo’s recovery helped the market recover 
marginally its early losses but overall sentiment remained bearish. 
The Straits Tunes Industrial index dosed down 7.17 points at 
1,491.89. 

BOMBAY — Share prices recovered from a disastrous start but 
still finished with losses in nervous trading on fears the new 
government may impose harsh economic measures soon. The 
Bombay Stock Exchange index lost 3.48 points to 1,301.85. 
FRANKFURT — German shares closed little changed at the end 
of a moderately active session. The DAX index fell 0.09 point at 
1,691.47 after having moved in an 1 1-point band all day. 

PARIS — French stocks erased early gains and came down 
sharply on the back of a faltering Wall Street to close hardly 
changed. The CAC-40 index ended at 1,775.53, virtually un- 
changed from Monday lowest close in two months of 1.775.63. 

LONDON — Shares were knocked off early afternoon highs by 
slightly and unexpected weakness in the New York market. The 
FTSE 100 index closed down 2.9 points to 2,461.2 after touching a 
high of 2.469. 

NEW YORK — U.S. Blue Chips trade in a tight range at mildly 
lower levels. Trading was choppy as some investors did limited 
bargain -bunting but others moved to the sidelines amid worries 
over corporate results and California banks. At noon (1600 GMT) 
the Dow Jones Industrial Average was up 3.58 at 2,916.59. 
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carry out its own monetary poli- 
cy. But a joint policy is the only 
possible solution as long as the 
rouble is our common currency," 
the newspaper added. 

Meanwhile Prime Minister 
Valentin Pavlov said in an inter- 
view Saturday that the Soviet 
economy needs capital invest- 
ments from the West and not 
loans or handouts. 

Mr. Pavlov, in a wide-ranging 
interview with Izvestia, said 
radical change in the economy 
has been delayed for years be- 
cause hardliners such as former 
politburo members Yegor 
Ligachev and Mikhail 
Solomenisev would have ousted 
President Mikhail Gorbachev. 

"When they blame Gorbachev 
for wasting time, when they say 
six years have passed, they do not 
understand,” Mr. Pavlov said. 
"What could Gorbachev do hav- 
ing Ligachev and Solomentsev 
around?. Could he make 
changes?. No." 

Mr. Pavlov said Mr. Gor- 
bachev had to manoeuvre since 
assuming power in 1985 to avoid 
confrontation with the hardliners. 
"Even to formulate openly, say 
the idea of private property, 
could have meant political 


Investors steer cl 
trouble-prone Phi 


MANILA (R) — Investors arc 
steering clear of the trouble- 
prone Philippines, with approved 
foreign investment falling sharply 
this year and new uncertainty 
over the future of U.S. military 
bases likely to reinforce the 
downturn. 

The Board of Investments 
(BOI) said Tuesday that 
approved foreign investment in 
the country dropped 28 per cent 
in the first five months of the year 
as the Philippines struggled to 
recover from the severe impact of 
the Gulf crisis. 

Foreign investment approvals 
fell to 9.2 million pesos ($328.5 
million) in the period January to 
May, from 12.8 billion pesos 
($457 million) in the same months 
last year. 

Japan remained the top foreign 
investor, but Japanese companies 
pumped in 35 per cent less money 
than last year at 3.1 billion pesos 
($110 million), against 4.8 billion 
pesos ($171 million). 
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Saudi Investment Bank 
reports higher profit 

MANAMA. Bahrain (R) — The Saudi Investment Bank (SAIB) said 
it made a 13.357 million riyals (S3. 56 million) net profit in 1990, up 
22.8 per cent on the previous year. 

The Riyadh-based bank said in an annual report it made a 10.875 
million riyals (S2.9 million) net profit in 1989. 

Net operating income before provision for possible loan losses fell 
to 66.357 million riyals ($17.7 million) in 1990 from 75.875 million 
riyals (S20.23 million) a year ago. 

The bank said it bad earmarked 53 million riyals ($14 million) 
provision for possible loan losses against 65 million riyals ($17.3 
million) in 1989. 

Total assets fell to 4.6 billion riyals ($1 2226 billion) at the end of 
1990 from five billion riyals (51.333 billion) in 1989. 

SAIB is a joint Saudi Arabian stock company established in 1977. 
It provides banking services to financial institutions, corporations 
and individuals. 

The statement said SAIB was the first bank in Saudi Arabia to join 
the electronic securities information system (ESIS), which was 
introduced by the Saudi Arabian Monetary Agency (SAMA) in 
August. 1990. 

The ESIS acts as a floor! ess share trading system under which the 
central trading units of each of the kingdom’s 12 commercial banks 
are linked with the main SAMA computer. 


and 21,500 American servicemen 
and their families to evacuate. 

"The way it looks, the hopes 
for a U.S. bases agreement, 
which we had been anticipating, 
have dimmed," said Mr. Roy 
Nicolas, president of the secur- 
ities research and analysis com- 
pany Great Angle Corp. 

“If there is no bases treaty, the 
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FOR RENT 

Two Deluxe Furnished Apartments 

Each consists of 2 bedrooms, 2 verandas, salon, sitting, 
dining, kitchen, separate central heating, solar heating 
and telephone. 

Call tel.: S46162 


Tel: 625155 


. Show; 630 , 830 , 1030 


Ahmad Zaki & Hala Sudki 

THE ESCAPE 

(Arabic) 

Sbow: _3030. 6:30. 8:30 p.m. 


DELUXE FURNISHED APARTMENT FOR RENT 


Fully furnished second floor apartment consisting of 3 bed* 
rooms, spacious salon, large kitchen. European style furniture, 
independent utilities, telephone line, parking area. Location; 4th 
Circle area. 

For more Information pleas# call tel. 817868 or 827887 
from 8 a.m. till 9 pjn. 


WANTED FOR RENT 
FOR A DIPLOMATIC MISSION FAMILY 

Unfurnished villa, semi-villa, or a ground floor in one of the 
following areas: 4th-8th Circles. Abdoun. Swefieh, Um- 
Uthieneh, Um-Summaq, or Jandaweel. 

House needed should have 3 bedrooms, including master 
bedroom: with all amenities. 

Owners only: please send details, floor plans, name and 
address to the following: 

Housing Office 
P.O. Box 354 
Amman - Jordan 


fdm> 



ARAB ENGINEERING INDUSTRIES CO&P/’W 
Steel Foundry Turn-Key [Prefer 
JORDAN 

Invitation to Bidders 

Arab Engineering Industries Company invites :or> 
petent Contractors to bid for a full operable steel 
foundry with an initial production capacity ot oJjn.ijf 
2800 tonnes per annum on Turn-Key basir.. 

The foundry comprises the feHoweng;- 

— Stockyard And Melting 

— New Sand Pre-Conditioning And Distribution 
—- Chemical Bonded Moulding, Coremakinci And 

Sand Reclamation 

— SheJJ Process Coremaking 

— Finishing Department 

— O.E.T. Cranes 

— Dust And Fume Extraction 

— Buildings And Services 

— Supplementary Plants 

Interested Bidders, with proven capabilities, sre 
invited to contact AElCO's office as oi 06/0 //1 991 up 
to 06/08/1991 to purchase the Tender Documents 
against non refundable sum of J.D. 750. 

The Tender Bond guarantee is J.D. 250,000 and the 
closing date for submitting Bids will be 06/1 0/1 991 , 
12.00 noon. 

Address: ARAB ENGINEERS INDUS- 
TRIES COMPANY., 

P.O. BOX 141101 Tel: 819101. 

Fax: 810302, Tlx: 23876 AEICC JO. 

AMMAN-JORDAN 

GENERAL MANAGER 
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Cambodian accord appears 
threatened over U.N. peace plan 


P ATT AY A , Thailand ( Agen- 
cies) — Cambodia's warring fac- 
tions Tuesday debated how their 
new truce agreement should be 
monitored, but it appeared 
threatened by wide differences 
over a United Nations peace 
plan. 

Tuesday's morning negotiating 
session was cancelled after the 
communist Khmer Rouge guerril- 
las asked for time to finalise their 
position, sources said. The talks 
with the Vietnamese-installed 
Communist government resume 
is the afternoon. 

“We have proposed that 700 
U.N. men form a U-N. Control 
and Verification (team) of the 
ceasefire, and we are waiting for 
the other side to reply.” said a 
Khmer Rouge official who spoke 
on che condition of anonymity. 

Resistance leader Prince Noro- 
dom Sihanouk said Tuesday tbe 
resistance and the government 
differed over this “very delicate, 
difficult issue.” 

Representatives of Prime 
Minister Hun Sen’s government 
are meeting at this beach resort 
near Bangkok with leaders of a 
three-party guerrilla coalition. 
The Khmer Rouge are joined at 
the talks by two non-Conununist 
rebel groups — Sihanouk’s forces 
and Son Sami's Khmer People's 
National Liberation Front. 

Their war began with Viet- 
nam’s invasion of Cambodia in 
late 1978, which ended a 3Vi-year 
Khmer Rouge rule in which hun- 
dreds of thousands of people died 


of famine, disease and execu- 
tions. With about 30,000 fighters, 
the Khmer Rouge is by far the 
-strongest guerrilla group. 

Cambodia's civil war has cre- 
ated a desperate refugee situa- 
tion, with about 500,000 of the 
country's 8 million people dis- 
placed by the fighting. Many 
casualties are not from the fight- 
ing but from disease and mal- 
nutrition due to economic de- 
privation. 

Three Thai farmers maimed by 
landmines and two Americans 
held a small protest Tuesday in 
the lobby of the hotel where the 
talks were being beld, displaying 
photos of war victims before 
being whisked away by security 
officials. 

“We wanted to show tbe effect 
of the war on innocent civilians as 
tbe leaders debated the war,” 
said Bob Mott, one of the Amer- 
icans. 

Mott, a Jesuit brother, is the 
head of the Coalition for Peace 
and Reconciliation, group based 
in Thailand near the eastern bor- 
der with Cambodia. Tbe other 
American demonstrator is a doc- 
tor. 

The three farmers lost limbs 
while tilling their rice fields near 
the border, which is strewn with 
thousands of mines planted over 
the course of the 12-year-old con- 
flict between the Vietnamese- 
installed government and three 
guerrilla groups. 

The security officials said they 
took the demonstrators away in 


order to check their immigration 
papers. The five later were re- 
leased and told they had to go 
back to the border. 

On Monday, tbe first day of 
talks, tbe four factions signed an 
agreement to stop receiving fore- 
ign arms. They also formalised 
Sunday's announcement of an in- 
definite extension of tbe truce 
that began May 1. 

However, Sihanouk says a 
U.N. official has told him tbe 
U-N. Security Council would not 
monitor the ceasefire or other 
agreements unless the entire 
U.N. peace plan was accepted. 

“The U.N. doesn't want to 
take a chunk of the plan without 
assurances the whole plan is 
going to work,” concurred a 
Western diplomat observing tbe 
talks. He spoke on condition of 
anonymity. 

Sihanouk told reporters Tues- 
day that the Khmer Rouge 
wanted the U.N. plan im- 
plemented at once and in its 
entirety, but Hun Sen wanted to 
do so step by step. 

Hun Sen denied Sihanouk's 
charges, telling reporters Tues- 
day that “we have never said we 
rejected the U.N. peace plan." 

“What we would like to reach 
is a comprehensive solution.” he 
said. “We have accepted the ma- 
jor part of the U.N. plan. Now 
we are moving towards the final 
objective.” 

The U.N. peace plan for Cam-* 
bodia was drafted by the Security 
Council’s five permanent mem- 


bers — China. Britain, the Un- 
ited States, France and the Soviet 
Union. The plan is considered a 
breakthrough because the five 
nations have supported different 
sides in the war. 

The guerrillas have fully 
accepted the plan for a monitored 
truce, demobilisation of the four 
factions, a U.N. peacekeeping 
force, and extensive U.N. in- 
volvement in the country’s aduji- 
nistration before U.N.- 
supervised elections. 

But Phnom Penh has rejected 
disarmament before elections be- 
cause it fears che Khmer Rouge 
will cheat, and has demanded the 
plan include measures to prevent 
the group from returning to pow- 
er. It also does not want a major 
U.N. military force in the coun- 
trv. 


China hails progress 


China hailed the provisional 
agreement reached Tuesday by 
Cambodia's warring factions. 

Peking has been the key backer 
of the Khmer Rouge. 

“We welcome the positive 
progress achieved at the Panaya 
meeting,” the Chinese Foreign 
Ministry said in a statement. 

“It is our belief that the begin- 
ning of operations of the 
(Cambodian Supreme National 
Council) SNC of Cambodia 
under the chairmanship of Prince 
Sihanouk will further facilitate a 
political settlement of the 
Cambodian issue.” the ministry 
statement said. 


Kohl to seek concrete 
form plans from Gorbachev 


FRANKFURT (AP) — - Chancel- 
lor Helmut Kohl will ask Soviet 
President Mikhail Gorbachev to 
present concrete economic re- 
form plans to the world’s leading 
industrial nations next month, a 
major newspaper said Tuesday. 

Kohl will make the request 
when he meets with Gorbachev in 
Kiev on July 5. the Bonn daily 
newspaper Die Welt reported. 

The Kohl-Gorbachev meeting 
comes just 10 days before the 
group of seven industrial nations 
convene in London for the world 
economic summit. 

The world’s seven leading in- 
dustrial democracies, called the 
group of seven, have agreed to 
meet with Gorbachev after their 
annual conference in London is 
completed. 

Gorbachev faces opposition 
from conservative elements of the 
old centralised economic system 
in the Soviet Union, who say the 
switch to a free market system 
won’t work without guaranteed 


support from the industrial na- 
tions. 

Josef Janning. a researcher at 
Mainz University, said he expects 
Gorbachev to present a concrete 
reform package in London. 

Janning said he believes part of 
the reforms will be aimed at 
making the Soviet energy and 
transportation industries more 
efficient, to prevent the waste 
that now occurs. 

“For instance, the Soviet natu- 
ral gas pipeline loses 30 per cent 
of its gas because of its poor 
construction." Janning said. 

He said the Soviet could agree 
to let Western companies im- 
prove the efficiency of the pipe- 
line, with guarantees that they 
would share in the profits of 
increased deliveries attained from 
the same level of production. 

The German government has 
long been the staunchest suppor- 
ter of economic reforms in the 
Soviet Union. Both Kohl and 
Foreign Minister Hans-Dietrich 


Genscher have repeatedly 
appealed to the industrial nations 
to back Gorbachev in switching 
.to a free-market sysrem 

Germany itself has pledged the 
Soviets 15 billion marks (S8.5 bil- 
lion) in financial assistance to 
help build homes and relocate 
some 380.000 Soviet soldiers 
from East Germany back to their 
homeland. 


23-year Soviet presence 
in Czechoslovakia ends 


PRAGUE (R) — The Soviet 
Union Tuesday signed away its 
military presence in Czechoslova- 
kia, formally ending almost 23 
years as a hated “occupation 
force” whicb arrived at the head 
of a Warsaw Pact invasion. 

General Eduard Vorobyov, 
commander of tbe Soviet army's 
cental group and tbe last serving 
Soviet soldier still in Czechoslo- 
vakia, ceremoniously put his 
name with a Czechoslovak gener- 
al to a protocol bringing to an end 
the stationing of Soviet troops in 
the country. 

“We have put a full stop at the 
end of our activities," Vorobyov 
told reporters. After today, tbe 
central group does not exist." 

T7w final trainJoad of Soviet 
soldiers from the 73,500 stationed 
*3 Czechoslovakia since the Au- 
gust 1968 invasion left last week. 
Vorobyov returns borne Thurs- 
day but said: “I'd like to come 
back as a tourist.” 

All Soviet troops have also left 
Hungary, while negotiations are 
w.Snuing for the withdrawal of 
*h ■ ir *’oland and former East 
Germany. 

The Prague protocol was 
signed five days ahead of a dead- 
line agreed 16 months ago for the 
complete withdrawal of Soviet 
troops and before Prague hosts a 
meeting next Monday to wind up 
the Warsaw Pact. 


It also ended a painful chapter 
for Czechoslovaks who have al- 
ways identified tbe Soviet soldiers 
as occupiers who brutally crushed 
die “Prague spring” reforms of 
former Communist leader Alex- 
ander Dubcek in August 1968. 

‘The whole nation feels enor- 
mously relieved because our 
country is again completely free 
and sovereign," said Michael 
Kocab, a popular musieian- 
tunied-politiciatt who beads the 
partiamentary commission over- 
seeing die Soviet pullout. 

*T am very glad we have been 
able to complete this not very 
pleasant matter in such a friendly 
way.” 


Vorobyov, in his post since 
December 1987, said his forces — 
despite frequent public allega- 
tions to tbe contrary — were not 
ready to intervene in the Novem- 
ber 1989 revolution which over- 
threw Communist rule in 
Czechoslovakia. 

“There was no wish to get 
involved in the internal affairs of 
Czechoslovakia — not in Novem- 
ber 1989, nor afterwards right up 
until now,” he said. 

“We were, however, surprised 
when from being" front-line de- 
fenders of socialism’ we were 
publicly called occupiers — this 
was an emotional response from 
1968.” 

The peaceful completion of the 
withdrawal — a priority issue for 
President Vaclav Havel as soon 
as he took office 18 months ago 
— was marked with a concert and 
laser light show in Prague Mon- 
day night. 

Havel was in the audience as 
American rock star Frank Zappa, 
one of his favourite performers, 
made a brief stage appearance. 
Kocab and his band dominated 
the show. 

Other events included the pub- 
lic shaving of men who had worn 
beards in protest ever since the 
1968 invasion and the distribution 
of free beer by a refreshment 
stand owner jubilant at tbe depar- 
ture of tile Soviet troops. 

American Paul Simon, perso- 
nally invited by Havel to perform 
in Prague, was holding an open- 
air concert Tuesday evening. 
Contradicting publicity for the 
concert, Simon said it was not 
being staged to celebrate tbe 
Soviet troops' departure. 

“August 1968 existed, we can- 
not deny it, but it is also true that 
the Soviet political leadership in 
December 1989 recognised tbe 
incorrectness of the entry of 
’Soviet troops into Czechoslova- 
kia,” Vorobyov said. 

“I hope the timely withdrawal 
of Soviet troops from Czechoslo- 
vakia win contribute to future 
good relations between tbe two 
countries.” 


308 hurt 
in Japan 
rail accident 


TOKYO (AP) — A commuter 
train packed with high school 
students slammed into a freight 
truck stalled at a railway crossing 
in central Japan Tuesday morn- 
ing, injuring 308 passengers, 
police said. 

The truck had stalled at the 
crossing in Fukuchiyama, 424 
kilometres southwest of Tokyo, 
when the power shovel it was 
carrying got stuck on electric 
power lines, said Mineo Wada, a 
Kyoto police official. 

Screaming passengers were 
flung to the floor when -the train, 
filled with about 400 commuters, 
collided with the truck at about 
8:15 a.m. (2315GMT Monday). 
Police said 19 people were hospi- 
talised. 

The exact speed of tbe train at 
the time of impact was not 
known, but police said it could 
not have been going full speed 
because it was only 2 kilometres 
from the next station. 

National television showed 
groups of dazed students in 
school uniforms sitting around 
the train wreckage. One teenager 
was shown holding a white doth 
to his badly bleeding head. The 
truck and its cargo were severely 
damaged. 

“I heard a fanny clattering, so I 
went outside and there was this 
(freight truck) that couldn't 
move. 1 ran in the house to get 
some flares, but it was too late 
and the train crashed with a 
boom," Kyodo quoted a 76-year- 
old witness, Koicbi Tooiita, as 
saying. 

Wada said police arrested 
Masami Tanaka. 49, the driver of 
the freight truck, at the scene on 
suspicion of committing profes- 
sional negligence. Tanaka was 
uninjured. 

Last month, a train collision 
tolled 42 people and injured 
another 415 in the neighbouring 
state of Shiga in Japan's worst 
train disaster in 28 years. 


Quakes shake northern Japan 


Meanwhile a series of three 
earthquakes, one with a prelimin- 
ary reading of 5.6 on the Richter 
Scale, jolted northern Japan 
Tuesday. There were no reports 
of damage or injuries. 

The Central Meteorological 
Agency reported no danger of 
Tsunami tidal waves. It said all 
three quakes occurred off Ibaragi 
Prefecture (state) about 140 
kilometres northeast of Tokyo 
between 12:15 p.m. (0349 GMT) 
and 1:03 p.m. (0403 GMT). 


Finland 
to bolster 
direct 
contacts 
with Russia 


MOSCOW (AP) — Finnish Pres- 
ident Mauno Koivisto met with 
Russian President Boris Yeltsin 
Tuesday and said Finland would 
like to strengthen ties with Yelt- 
sin's republic. 

Koivisto also held talks with 
Soviet President Mikhail Gor- 
bachev on trade and political 
issues, including Gorbachev's 
proposed union treaty to hold tbe 
country together. 

It was the first official meeting 
between Finnish and Russian 
presidents, and the 12th meeting 
between Gorbachev and Koivis- 
to. 

The 67-year-old Finnish presi- 
dent told a news conference that 
the growing power of the 15 
Soviet republics presents Finland 
with “some difficulties.” 

Speaking in English, he said his 
country wants to expand contacts 
with Russia and the other repub- 
lics, while preserving “the 
achievements we have with hard 
work been able to gain" in trade 
and diplomacy with the central 
government. 


6 killed on 
Soweto 
train 3 
days after 
peace talks 


SOWETO (R) — Gunmen kilted 
at least six people on a Soweto 
commuter train Tuesday in an 
eruption of township violence 
just three days after a peace 
conference. 

Tbe attack took the death toll 
in black political violence to more 
than 28 since Sunday, a day after 
representatives of the govern- 
ment and the two main black 
political parties met for their first 
joint talks on the fighting. 

“We are very concerned abouT 
this sudden upsurge of violence at 
the time when all parties have 
agreed to preach peace among 
their warring supporters,” Afri- 
can National Congress spokes- 
man Carl Niebaus said. 

“We are more concerned about 
the fact that every time there is 
some peace initiative, some kind 
of orchestrated killings begin. 
This proves our belief that some 
sinister force has been behind 
plans to wreck peace initiatives. " 

On Saturday the ANC sat 
down with its main rival, the 
lnkatha Freedom Party led by 
Mangosuthu Buthelezi. smaller 
black parties and the government 
to draft proposals on ending 
townshsip violence that has killed 
2,000 people around Johannes- 
burg since August. 

The ANC has blamed tbe vio- 
lence on the government, saying 
it is siding with lnkatha to 
weaken the ANC ahead of 
power-sharing negotiations. 

About 7,000 people have been 
killed in more than three years of 
rivalry between the ANC and 
lnkatha. 

At least IS people were wound- 
ed in Tuesday's shooting on a 
Johannesburg-bound train. 

A railway inspector said he saw 
five bodies at one station and 
witnesses said seven more bodies 
were found at other stations. 


At least 20 people were killed 
Sunday in two shootouts in Natal 
province townships, breeding 
ground of the factional violence. 

Police said two other people 
were killed and 12 wounded in 
other incidents of political vio- 
lence during the night. 

The ANC says it has suspended 
preliminary power-sharing talks 
with the government until it is 
satisfied President F.W. De 
Klerk has taken meaningful steps 
to quell the fighting. 

The violence will be a major 
item on the agenda at the ANCs 
policy-making conference in Dur- 
ban next week, its first in the 
country since it was legalised last- 
year after 30 years underground. 

Meanwhile a South African 
minister said Tuesday he hoped 
for a swift end to sanctions im- 
posed by Japan and other nations 
and promised South Africa's new 
constitution would safeguard pri- 
vate ownership and free enter- 
prise. 


Roh predicts early 
collapse of N. Korea 


SEOUL (R) — Sooth Korean 
President Roh Tae-Woo haspre- 
dicted the North Korean political 
system will collapse in the near 
future and unification wfll come 
earlier than expected. 

Meeting war veterans Monday 
on the eve of the anniversary of 
tbe Korean War, Roh said Com- 
munist North Korea had no 
choice but to emerge from its 
shell or become totally alienated 
from the rest of the world. 

Tuesday is the 41st anniversary 
of the North's invasion of the 
South. Three years of brutal 
fighting ended in a truce in 1953 
but, in tbe absence of a peace 
accord, the two sides remain 
technically at war. 

“North Korea cannot with- 
stand longer than four to five 
years, and the turning point for 
unification will come quicker,” 
Roh was quoted Tuesday as 
saying by an official at the pres- 
idential residence. 

Korea, a restive Japanese col- 
ony from 1910-45, was parti- 
tioned at the end of Worid War 
D. 

More than 10 million Koreans 
dispersed daring the war remain 
separated from their families by 
the most heavily fortified frontier 
in the world. 

Rob said last week the division 
of the Korean peninsula would 
not last beyond this century and 
told his cabinet to prepare the 
way for unification. 

Backed into a corner by Seoul’s 
successful wooing of traditional 
North Korean allies Moscow and 
Peking. Pyongyang announced in 
May it would apply for separate 
membership of the United Na- 
tions, a step already announced 
by Soutb Korea. 

In another major policy shift, 
the North agreed this month to 
sign a pact that would open its 
nuclear plants for international 
inspection. 

Despite the steps by the North, 
61 per cent of South Koreans 
believe the threat of an attack by 
the North still exists, a recent 
survey by the Information Minis - 
Gy showed. 


Relations have improved? 
mainly thanks to sporting finks, 
bat 52 per cent of those poU _ 
thought North Korea's basic pofi- 
ries towards tbe South bad not 


Tbe two Koreas fielded joint 
table tennis and soccer teams at 
international co mp e ti tions for tbe 
first time tins year. 

Rob, however, advocates cau- 
tion, saying the South still needs’ 
to iwawitam firm security policies 
against any attack from the 
North. 

Since last September, premiers 
from both sides have held three 
rounds of discussions, the 
highest-level talks since the divi- 
sion of the peninsula. 

Rofa has placed high priority on 
improving ties with the North and 
has repeatedly offered to bold 
talks with North Korean Presi- 
dent Khn H-Sung, installed by the 
Soviet Union in 1948. 

In a separate development, ab- 
out 600 riot police stormed 
Seoul's Yonsei University while 
classes were underway Tuesday 
in a failed attempt to arrest a 
fugitive student leader, witnesses 
said. 

Later, hundreds of students 


clashed with police in two sepa- 
rate skirmishes after some 1,000 
police sealed off gates to the 
campus and refused to allow out- 
siders to enter for a planned rally. 

Police are rounding up fugi- 
tives thought to be leaders of 
seven weeks of violent anti- 
government protests. 

Police said they did not 
apprehend Kim Chong-Shik, 
chairman of the nationwide 
National Council of Student Rep- 
resentatives, who was thought to 
have been on tbe Yonsei Campus 
daring the morning and escaped. 
Kim is accused of instigating anti- 
governmenr protests. 

Nationwide protests triggered 
by the April 26 fatal beating of a 
student generally have waned and 
President Roh Tae- Woo’s gov- 
erning Democratic Liberal Party 
won an overwhelming victory in 
nationwide local elections last 
week. 


9 Tamil civilians killed 
by Sri Lankan rebels 


COLOMBO (AP) — Tamil re- 
bels shot and backed to death 
nine members of two Tamil fami- 
lies suspected of spying for the 
government in eastern Sri Lanka, 
military officials said Tuesday. 

The six men and three women 
were dragged out of their homes 
Monday at Periyapufimaiai and 
killed by Tiger rebels, the offi- 
cials said. 

The Tigers thought the families 
had helped government troops 
locate several jungle hideouts 
during an anti-rebel campaign, 
tbe officials said, speaking on 
condition of anonymity. 

Residents of Batticaloa, 32 
kilometres northeast of Periyapu- 
limalai, confirmed the deaths but 
said they did not know who was 


responsible. Batticaloa is 215 
kilometres east of Colombo. 

Meanwhile, police in Colombo 
said they have questioned at least 
300 people in connection with last 
week's suicide car bombing which 
killed at least 57 people at the 
nerve centre of the government's 
operation against the Tamil Ti- 
gere. 

“We are following a number of 
dues, but so far no arrests have 
been made,” In s p ector-General 
of Police Ernest Perera said. 


Two men in a van carrying at 
least 70 kilogrammes of pi-tic 
explosives attempted to drive into 
the heavily fortified Joint Opera- 
tions Command Friday, military 
officials said. 



Soviet troops may 
soon set Big Macs 


MOSCOW (R) — McDonald's, 
the. U S- fast-food -restaurant 
chain, may soon be:. feeding its 
Big Mac- hamburgers to the 
Soviet army. TASS news agamy 
said the. Soviet . army- chief. 
General Mikhafl Moseyev. fae 
met .McDonald's executive 
George Cobon and discussed a 
plan to build enough restaurants 
to Serve burgees mid French fries 
exclusively to the armed forces. 
Coban told TASS tbe idea would 
be considered. McDonald's has 
been serving tens of thousands of 
Soviet -dvinsBS .for the last . 17 
months at its Moscow restaurant. 
The firm had planned to. open 20 
restaurants in the. Soviet capital 
last summer, shortly after erect- 
ing its golden arches symbol 
along Pushkin Square in January, 
1990. The restaurants have not 
been tariff./ 

Chinese arirty gets 
karaoke fever 


PEKING (R) — The People’s 
Liberation Arm y, defenders of 
China’s Commonisr revolution, 
has been bitten by the karaoke 
singing bug . Soldiers Stationed in 
Pelting are so enamoured of 
karaoke ringing that a recent tour 
of 16 barracks revealed 11 were 
equipped with karaoke equip- 
ment, the Peking Youth News 
said. Popular songs among the 
rank and file include My 
Mother's Kiss and My Future Is 
Not A Dream, it said. “The only 
regrettable tiring is, most of the 
karaoke tapes available now are 
popular songs from Hong Kong 
and Taiwan, and almost none of 
them reflect life in a military 
camp,” tire ne wspap er said. 


Man accused#! 
plucking out 
friend’s eye; 


ALFRED, MAINE (AP) — A 
man who police say pi ticked out 
and intended to eat a friend's eye 
during a drug-induced frenzy 
pleaded innocent to attempted 
murder and aggravated amahlt. 
Police allege Stephen P. Gagnon, 
23, shot, stabbed and mutilated 
Randall G. Kcroncn, 20, 


OB 


March 30. Gagnon e n t e red fee 
lea M< * 


plea Monday. He is in jml on 
$250,000 bail. Police said Gagnon 
told them he had intended to eat 
the eye but put it in his pocket 
instead. Keronen has been hosph 
talised since the attack. 


New Zealand to 
clamp down on 
bird smugglers 


Moderate quakes jolt areas near Philippine volcano 


MANILA (AP) — A series of 
moderate earthquakes jolted 
areas near Mount Pinatubo Tues- 
day, sending thousands of people 
se currying from their homes 
and raising fears of landslides. 

Meanwhile, the Philippine 
Foreign Secretary said Tuesday 
that the damage suffered by the 
country and U.S. military bases 
during eruptions that began June 
9 bad dramatically changed tbe 
nature of U.S. -Philippine rela- 
tions. 

A cloud of ash and steam rose 
nearly 10 kilometres (over 6 
miles) high and drifted slowly to 
the north and northeast, blanket- 
ing the provinces of Tariao and 
Pampanga with a fresh llayer ' of 
debris. 

Among the areas covered by 
ash was President Corazon 
Aquino's sugar plantation in Tar- 
lac. 

At least five tremoms strong 
enough to rouse sleepers and 
topple household objects were 
recorded among more than 100 
temblors since early Monday. 
There were no immediate re- 
ports of damage.' 

Scientists fear avalanches from 
tbe tonnes of debris pOed on the 
slopes of the 1,429 metre volca- 


no, whidi had been dormant for. Harlow. 


ported from Subic Bay to Cebu 
and “virtually ail” had been 
flown on from there to Guam. 

The ash — soaked by typhoon 
rains — has toppled many build- 
ings and dogged roads and air- 
port runways in Manila, 110 
kilometres south of Mount Pina- 
tubo. At least 39 people are 
missing. 

In Olongapo, a city of more 
than 300,000 people near Subic 
Bay, residents ran into the streets 
during the quakes. 

“Children were crying. Dogs 
were bowling and mothers co- 
vered their children to cover 
them from falling objects,’* said 
journalist Louella VIzcocho. 

Electricity has been knocked 
out in Olongapo. 40 kilometres 
southwest of the volcano, since a 
major eruption June IS dumped 
tonnes of ash throughout south- 
western Luzon Island. 

In Menlo Park, California, tbe 
leader of a U.S. Geological Sur- 
vey team monitored Mount Pina- 
tubo, said be believed the worst 
of the eruptions were over but 
that the threat of landslides could 
linger. 

“It’s likely to be a danger not 
only this year but for one or two 
years," said the scientist, David 


more than 600 years. In some 
ravines, tbe asb is up to 200 
metres deep. 

The eruptions of scalding asb 
clouds and super-heated rocks 
have claimed at least 310 fives 
and forced U.S. Air Force per- 
sonnel and their families to dear 
out of Clark Air Base, about 16 
kilometres east of the volcano. 

A0 U.S. military dependents 
and at least 1.500 servicemen 
have been ordered to return to 
the United States. 

The U.S. embassy said that as 
of Monday night. 17,332 troops 
and dependents had been trans- 


fa Angeles, adjacent to Clark 
Air Base, spotters have been sent 
to tbe roofs of tall buildings to 
watch for avalanches. 

Philippine officials are still 
assessing the economic impact 
from the eruptions. But the de- 
partment of agriculture 
announced Tuesday that damage 
to crops amounted to 130.65 mil- 
lion pesos ($4.7 million). 

Damage to the rice crop, the 
staple of tire Philippine diet, was 
placed at 58 uriOion pesos ($2.1 
nuUkm). 

On Tuesday, the U.S. embassy 
announced that $5.3 mflfion had 


been released to government and 
private agencies to help in the 
relief effort. 

Philippine government sources 

3 uotcd U.S. officials as telling 
lem that ash and mudslides have 
caused about $300 million in 
damage at Oark, the largest U.S. 
military installation overseas. 

But U.S. embassy sources, 
speaking on condition of anony- 
mity, said Tuesday no official 
figure had been provided to the 
Manila government and that esti- 
mates were still being prepared. 

Tbe (ease on Clark and Stibic 
expires Sept. 16. Before the erup- 
tions, talks on an extension had 
bogged down over bow much 
Washington must pay and bow 
long the installations can remain. 

In Washington, State Depart- 
ment spokesman Richard 
Boucher said formal talks on the 
future of tbe bases may resume in 
Manila next month. ■ 

“These damages suffered by 
the Philippines may force us to 
look over our position,” Foreign 
Secretary Raul Mangjapus told 
'Filipino reporters. 

“It doesn’t need a volcanic 
eruption for the ugly side of any 
race or any population to be 
shown,” Mangfapus said, refer- 
ring to press allegations that the 
United States may reduce its 
offer of economic aid because of 
damage to tbe bases. “All it 
needs is tbe friction that can be 
caused by proximity of positions 
and that ts what happened.” 
Also Tuesday, the last of near- 
ly 25.000 stranded passengers left 
on flights from Manila's Ninoy 
Aquino International Airport, 
said airport manager Eduardo 
Carrascoso. 

The capital's airports were 
dosed during fife height of the 
eruptions and later operated on 
limited schedules because of ash 
and debris. 


lO rebels kflled in 
3 dashes 

In a separate development, 
government troops killed 18 
Comramrist rebels in three in- 
surgency related clashes in the 
southern and central Philippines, 
the army commander said Tues- 
day. 

Maj.-Gen. Arturo Emile said 
soldiers on patrol engaged some 
150 New People’s Army (NPA) 
guerrillas in a running gun battle 
Sunday in Santa Cruz town in 
Davao Del Sur province, about 
990 kilo metres (620 utiles) south- 
east of Manila. 

Enrile said tbe soldiers, backed 
by 105- mm Howitzer fire and 
helicopter gunships, gunned 
down eight insurgents and forced 
the rest of the guerrillas to flee. 

He said eight soldiers were 
wounded in the incident and a 
pursuit operation was underway. 

Also Sunday, another military 
patrol killed seven insurgents on 
the outskirts of Bislig in tire Sun- 
gap Del Sur province. Ensile 
said. The town is on the southern 
Philippine island of Mindanao. 

Ennle said there were no gov- 
ernment casualties in tire second 
skirmish. 

On Tuesday, police raided a 
rebel camp in Mobo town of 
Masbate Island in the central 
Philippines, killing three guerril- 
las and capturing six others, 
police provincial Superintendent 
Alberto Oiario said. 

Masbate is about 385 
kikxneties southeast of Manila. 

Oiario said the lawmen raided 
tbe camp on a tip from a resident 
about the insurgents’ presence. 
He said the camp had 10 huts and 
an obstacle course and was being 
used to train guerrillas in the 
province. 

Troops seized grenades, hand- 
gun and a homemade rifle from 
tbe rebels, he added. 


WELLINGTON (R) — New 
Zealand win increase penalties 
fivefold for bird smugglers after 
two women returning from fire 
United States were intercepted at 
Auckland Airport with 40 parrot 
eggs strapped to their bodies, said 
Conservation Minister Denis 
Marshall. “Incidents like this pro- 
vide further evidence of an illegal 
trade in the world's endangered 
birdlife across New Zealand’s 
borders,” he said in a statement. 
“This trade is fuelled by the 
demand of private breeders and 
zoos for cage birds, regardless of 
die effect on the wild population. 
It is time to curb this trade.” 
Ma r shall said he believed tire 
parrot eggs were being carried for 
incubation and hand-rearing fa 
New Zealand. New Zealand's 
economy depends on agriculture, 
and customs officials have to be 
on the alert for illegal wildlife 
imports winch could carry dis- 
eases. 


‘Missing Link’ 
jawbone found 
In Namibia 


LONDON (R) — The jawbone 
of an animal that could prove to 
be the “missing link” between 
new and apes has been found in 
Namib ia, the daily Telegraph 
neropaper has reported. The fos- 
silised jawbone was found in the 
Otari mountains of Namibia ear- 
lier this month in a site kept 
secret to prevent unwelcome visi- 
tors, the newspaper said. “If it is 
as old as 10 to 15 million years, 
"tiiich the surrounding rock indi- 
cates, then the animat belonged 
to a species likely to have been 
the ancenstors of gorillas, chim- 
panzees and humans,” the news- 
paper quoted anthropologist Phi- 
lip Tobias as saying. Tobias, who 
recently retired from South Afri- 
ca’s Umversity of Wforaterararid 

medjcaJ school, said the right- 
hand molars were all that were 
round, but that was probably 
tmough to establish the animal’s 
xiratity. This animal probably 
walked on all four feet and was 
rovered in thick hair, Tobias said. 
Tfe probably had a long back, 
sloping upward to his head. Ins 
io^t th*. u. 



